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Intro 

 Parable: 
o There once was a sower who went out to sow. 
o Some seed fell by thorns that choked the life out of it - Superficial faith for . . . 

 They never actually repented and are choked out by commitment to the world. 
 This was faith that proved unfruitful. 

o Some seed fell on rocky ground and had no root so it died. 
 These are those that eventually fall away and do not persevere; they have no root. 

o Some seed fell on good soil, grew, produced fruit, lived. 
 Had true saving faith. 
 Thesis: True saving faith is drastic, visible, and persevering. 

 Relevance: 
o For examining ourselves. 
o For evangelism. 

 
Thesis: True saving faith is drastic, visible, and persevering. 
 
I. True saving faith is drastic faith. 

A. What do I mean by drastic? 
1. Repentant – You could replace “drastic” with “repentant.” 
2. It was drastically impact your life. 

 
Repentant faith? I thought they were two different things. 
 

B. True saving faith and repentance are inseparable. 
1. Many verses mention both together as means of salvation: 

 Hebrews 6:1; Matthew 21:32  

 In Mark 1:15 Jesus preached “repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 Acts 20:21 says Paul taught “repentance toward God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

2. Repentance mentioned alone as means for salvation. 

 Acts 17:30; Mark 6:12 

 In Matthew 3:2 John the Baptist preached "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." 

 In Acts 3:19 Peter proclaimed, “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted out.” 

 
But what is repentance? 

 
C. We must not misunderstand this idea of repentance. 

1. Repentance is not doing works, it is distinct from works. 

 Acts 26:20 says, “performing deeds in keeping with their repentance,” 
distinguishing the two. 

2. Repentance, like faith, is a divine gift, and is therefore, the opposite of a works 
salvation. 

 Acts 18:11 states the God grants repentance. 
3. Summary, repentance is not – “I’ve got to clean up my life first.” 
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 This would make salvation something we earn. 
 

D. Then what is repentance? 
1. Faith and repentance are the positive and negative sides of conversion. 

 Faith is the positive side – Trusting in Christ, turning to Christ. 

 Repentance is the negative side – Turning from, or “De-trusting” in sin. 
o The word literally means a change of mind. 

2. You can’t have one without the other. 

 Illustrations: 
o Same coin. You can’t have one side without the other. 
o Walking in a room, walking out another room. You can’t do one 

without the other. 

 You either "will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other" (Matthew 6:24). 

3. To say one can be saved through faith apart from repentance is to strip faith and 
repentance of their true meanings and worth. 

E. A Biblical example – Luke 18:18-23 – The rich young ruler. 
1. The man had faith, in some sense, otherwise he wouldn’t have come. 
2. The man had a high view of Himself, so Jesus tested him, hitting at the man’s idol. 
3. His faith was proven superficial for he would not turn from his idol, wealth. 
4. True saving belief in Christ is not only to believe in Christ, but to disbelieve in 

everything He is not. 
 
So as we see, turning to Christ in repentance is often costly. There is a cost to discipleship. 

 
F. Repentant faith is costly and characterized by commitment. 

1. The cost of this man’s repentance would be giving up his idol, wealth. 
2. Luke 14:16-33. 

 Those at the feast wouldn’t commit by first abandoning their excuses. 

 One must forsake family, and even his own life. 
o Hate? In comparison, ones commitment to Jesus ought to make 

one’s commitment to all else be as hate. 
o Illustration – Muslim convert. Given the choice, “Anything for you 

Jesus.” 

 Building a tower – One must count the cost. 

 Going to war. 
3. In all of these illustrations, there is a high cost and commitment to Christ involved.  

 One must be willing to turn from all else. 

 It is not simply a profession or a nonchalant decision. 

 This is the opposite of easy believism. 
o When you’re invited to a wedding you send in your RSVP and show 

up dressed for the occasion or you don't come at all. 
o Easy believism is like trying to find assurance in simply having an 

invitation. 

 This commitment is not something put off or made later on. When Christ is 
made Savior He is also made Lord. 
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But we must not be confused in thinking this is simply a one-time decision one makes in the past. 

G.  Drastic faith should characterize our lives. 
1. Our lives should show the cost and commitment of following Christ. 
2. Just as faith is continual, so is repentance. 
3. We are to live repentant lives. Our faith is repentant faith. 

 1 John 3:6, 9 (ESV) - No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. (9) No one born of 
God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 

 Remember sanctification though. We still sin. 
4. This explains: “Was salvation drastic for those saved rather young?” 

 They are living a life of repentance. 

 Their life is drastically different than if they hadn’t been saved. 
 

H. Conclusion: True saving faith is drastic – It’s repentant and shows the cost and commitment 
of following Christ. 
 

I. Application: 
1. Examine yourself: 

 Do you have repentant faith? 

 If your life drastically different because of the gospel? 

 When you “got saved” is your profession the only thing that changed? 
Besides your profession, could you point to anything else that changed? 

 Does your mouth simply profess Christ, or does your life? 
2. Evangelism: 

 Don’t witness with an easy-believism – Talk about repentance and the cost 
and commitment of discipleship. 

 There are so many with false assurance because they prayed a prayer. 

 We don’t seek numbers (Jesus didn’t – John 6). We seek genuine 
conversions. 

 
II. True saving faith is visible faith. 

A. What do I mean by visible? 
1. Works and fruit. You can see it by what it results in or what it produces. 
2. It is not simply a profession of faith but action that legitimizes faith. 

 
B. James 2:14-26. 

1. Is James saying works save? 

 His question: How can faith be proven to be true faith? 
o “Can that faith save him?” 

 His answer: Works prove faith to be legitimate. 
o “I will show you my faith by my works." 
o “Faith was working with his works.” 

 Illustrations: 
o Someone asking for food. 
o “I’m a great soccer player.” – My claim means nothing. 
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o Dead body verse living body. 
 There’s no other evidence for faith besides works. 

 Conclusion: He is not saying works save. Works are the result or proof of 
true saving faith, not the requirement or means for salvation. 

o Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast.   

2. How does this reconcile with Paul’s teaching of justification by faith alone? 

 Faith alone; not of works (Eph 2:8-9). 

 10 - For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 This is not a contradiction with Paul. Paul taught this too. 
3. What then is James really saying? (Summary). 

 A living faith is true faith. True faith is visible. 

 A dead faith is invisible. It is simply a profession. 
o “Faith without works is useless.” 

 Faith alone saves, but faith that saves is never alone. 

C. Further examples: 
1. John 14:15 – “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
2. John 3:36 – “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey 

the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 
 

D. Sanctification is a sign of salvation. 
1. Romans 8:29 - For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 

to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren. 

 Predestined to sanctification. 
2. Romans 6:22 - But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 

 Sanctification leads to eternal life. 

 No sanctification; no eternal life. If you’re not growing, there is a good 
chance you were never born. 

o We still sin, but it is not a sign of being unsaved, but being a sinner. 
 

E. If you ain’t got fruit, you ain’t got the root. 
1. John 15:5 - I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, 

he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

 Those who are attached to the vine (Jesus Christ), bear fruit. 
2. John 15:6 - If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries 

up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

 Those branches that do not bear fruit do so because they were never 
attached to the root (they were never actually saved - “does not abide in 
me”). Therefore, they are cast off. 

3. John 15:8 - By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to 
be My disciples. 

 
F. Summary: True saving faith is visible faith. Superficial faith is invisible faith. 
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G. Application: If we put your faith in the litmus test of works, would your faith be found to be 

true saving faith? 
 

III. True saving faith is persevering faith.  
A. What do I mean by persevering? 

1. We know that one can never lose their salvation. 

 John 6:39 - And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of 
all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 

 John 10:28-29 - and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; 
and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father's hand. 

2. But what about those who do fall away? They were never saved. 
3. This is the idea of perseverance: those who are truly saved will never fall away; they 

will persevere. 
 

B. The three-sold synergism of salvation, preservation, and perseverance. 
1. Saved. 
2. Preservation – God’s act. 

 2 Cor 2:21 (NIV) - Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in 
Christ. 

3. Perseverance is a result of preservation which is a result of being saved. 

 God preserves and secures our salvation by working in us perseverance. 

 The only reason we persevere is because God is preserving us. 

 It is something He is doing, yet it is something we are commanded to do. 
 

C. The challenge: persevere. 
1. We must persevere. 

 Hebrews 10:36 (NIV) - You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

 We must persevere in faith (Col 1:23). 
o This doesn’t mean we will never doubt. 

 We must persevere in obedience (last point). 

 We must persevering in Christ’s teachings. 
o John 8:31 - . . . "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples 

of Mine.” 
o 2 John 9 - Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the 

teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the 
teaching has both the Father and the Son. 

2. Persevering proves we are preserved, we are saved. 

 Colossians 1:23 says you are reconciled, “if indeed you continue in the faith 
firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel that you have heard . . . .” 

 Hebrews 3:14 - For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our assurance firm until the end; 

o Continuing in Christ is the test of reality in Christ. 
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 2 Peter 1:10 - Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your 
calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never 
fall. 

Conclusion 
A. Self examination – Do I have true saving faith? 

a. Is my faith drastic? 
i. Is my faith characterized by repentance? 

ii. Does my life show the cost and commitment of true saving faith? 
b. Is my faith visible? 
c. Challenge – persevere. 

B. Evangelism: 
a. Don’t present an easy-believism gospel. 


