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“Please turn to Philippians 1:27-30” 
 
Introduction: 

“Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 
“For God so loved the world, that He sent His only begotten Son, that whosever believers in Him 

shall not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16). 
These are things many of us have all learned from our youth, either when we were young 

physically or young spiritually. But have the truths of these words lost their impact on us? 
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard Christians talk about the Gospel as simply elementary. 

They’ll say, “the Gospel is what you need to know in order to be saved; but once you’re saved, there are 
bigger and better things to move onto.” 

Bigger and better things to move onto? . . . Don’t tell the angels that! You’ll burst their bubble. 1 
Peter 1:12 says that the angels look in wonder at the Gospel. Now if angels think the Gospel is 
something to behold, something to be in amazement of, something to never “move on” about, I think 
the same should be true of us. 

Oh, but it’s not just the angels, people. Notice what Paul calls the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 15—
what he delivered to the Corinthians of first or most importance! The Gospel is the most important 
thing, and many of us would never deny that. But, Paul is not writing to unbelievers here. Paul is writing 
to Corinthian believers. He is reminding believers of that which is still of first importance to them. 

This morning I want us to come to grips with what the Gospel means to us as believers. 
 
The Gospel 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 – “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 

which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 

the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and 

that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures . . . .” 

(NASB). 

 The Gospel = The “good news” that Christ died to save whoever repents of, or turns away from, 
their sin and trusts in Christ’s finished work on the cross and resurrection to save them from 
God’s just wrath due to their sin. 

 As Paul says in Phil 3:9, “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law [from 
good works], but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith.” 

 
Read the text: 

27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of 
destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it has been granted 
for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 experiencing the same 
conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. (NASB). 
 
Main proposition – (27) LIVE WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST! 

 Introduce to sermon points: 
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o How? 
 How does one live worthy of the Gospel? What does this look like? What does 

this entail? 
 We’ll be looking at manner in which one is to live worthy of the Gospel. 

o Why? 
 Why should one live worthy of the Gospel? What is the reason or the motivation 

for living this way? 
 Having looked at how one is to live worthy of the Gospel, we will look at the 

solution for actually living this way. 
 
The setting of this text: 

 (27) “That whether having come and having seen you or being absent I may hear the things 
concerning you.” 

 Condition – Whether present or absent. 
o Absent. 

 Currently imprisoned (1:7, 12-13). 
o Present. 

 Paul said in verses 21-26, just prior to our text, that he was couldn’t decide 
whether he preferred to live, for the sake of the Philippians, or die and be with 
the Lord. But he was convinced it was more necessary for him to remain alive 
for the Philippians sake—that they would progress spiritually in his coming to 
them. 

 In other words, Paul planned to visit the Philippians. 
 This imperative to live worthy of the Gospel finds itself directly after Paul shares 

this hope to visit the Philippians. He states, in the meantime (while Paul’s 
future, life or death, is yet to be revealed) they are to live worthy of the Gospel. 

 Purpose – But whatever the case (either way, unconditioned), Paul says, ““That . . . I may hear 
the things concerning you.” 

o Paul has presented his situation (12-26), and now he wants to hear of theirs. 
o He said that he seeks to visit them, giving them further reason to rejoice. 
o But in the meantime, he wants to receive a good report about them and be able to 

rejoice in them. 
 
1) HOW? 

 MAIN PROPOSITION: (27) “Live worthy of the Gospel of Christ.” 
o “Only.” 

 NIV – “whatever happens.” 
 If there is no other command the Philippians grasp, He says, only get a hold of 

this one. 
 This imperative encapsulates all other imperatives of the Christian life. 

o “Live.” 
 KJV – “Only let your conversation (???) be as it becometh the gospel of Christ.” 
 This word carries with it the concept of the manner in which one lives—in other 

words, conduct. 
 Literally the idea is “citizen conduct.” 

 Phil 3:20 – “Our commonwealth [citizenship] is in heaven.” 
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o This description of believers is contrasted with the enemies of 
the cross of Christ (18-19) whose minds are set on earthly 
things. 

o The believer’s allegiance, on the other hand, is to heaven, not 
earth. 

 Summary – This is idea of living worth of the Gospel, first entails living with our 
allegiance to heaven and not earth. 

o  “Worthy.” 
 Oxymoron – We’re not worthy of the Gospel and we will never be. 
 Illustration: 

 A low class citizen is invited to a special dinner with royalties and high 
ranking officials who has done nothing to make himself worthy of this 
privilege. 

 He would not say, “Well I’m not worthy so why try and act worthy” and 
then show up in rugged jeans and a t-shirt and completely neglect using 
any manners. 

 No, he would do well to attempt to dress himself as best he can for the 
occasion and use his absolute best manners. 

 Likewise, we are not worthy of the call of salvation we have received.  But 
would should respond in gratitude and, as Ephesians 4:1 says, “walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have been called” (NASB). 

 Christians will never be worthy of the Gospel or fully live worthy of the Gospel. 
But having been saved by it, our lives ought to reveal the salvation that we have. 

o Application/summary: 
 Are we living in light of the Gospel? 
 Does the Gospel define the way in which we conduct ourselves? 
 Are we, as Paul says in 2:12, working our salvation out into every aspect of who 

we are with fear and trembling? 
 Are we conducting our lives in such a way that shows that we are citizens of 

heaven—that our allegiance is to heaven and not earth? 
o FOR BELEIVERS - We see that the Gospel is for believers because it ought to define the 

believer’s manner of life. 

 PAUL’S DESCRIPTION (the report that he desires to hear about them): 
o (27) “That you stand in one spirit.” 

 Holy Spirit (NIV) or human spirit – Human spirit. 

 If he was referring to the Holy Spirit, he probably just say “the Spirit” 
rather than “the one Spirit.” The word “one” seems strange an 
unnecessary if Paul is talking about the Holy Spirit. 

 “In one spirit” parallels the follow words, “with one soul,” which isn’t 
referring to the Holy Spirit. 

 The context (2:1-4) has to do with unity. 
 So the idea here is standing, being firmly grounded or established, in unity (as a 

church), having the same purpose, attitude, and mindset. 

 2:1-4 - Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same 
mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
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purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 

 Living worthy of the Gospel is living out these verses. 
o What this unity looks like – The means of standing in one spirit: 

 (27) “That you stand in one spirit, with one mind (one purpose, literally, “with 
one soul”) contending for the faith of the Gospel (28) and not being frightened 
in anything by the ones opposing.” 

 Paul assumes opposition. 

 Paul assumes the fact that the faith of the Gospel is offensive 
(“contend” and “the ones opposing”). 

 The Gospel still is offensive today. 
o Our culture doesn’t like to hear that they are sinners. 

 They like to think they are naturally good, and so they 
don’t like to be told they deserve hell. 

 They’d rather blame all of man’s problems on his 
environment or some chemical imbalance in the brain. 

o And they don’t like when you say that Christ is the only way. 
 They’d rather believe all religions are essentially the 

same. 
 And that God’s love means everyone will make to 

heaven eventually. 
 Positive means: (27) “With one mind (one purpose, literally, “with one soul”) 

contending for the faith of the Gospel.” 

 The unity we are to have as a church is in contending, striving, laboring, 
doing battle for the faith of the Gospel, literally, the belief system, the 
truths, of the Gospel. 

 I find it interesting that Paul says to live worthy of the Gospel 
contending for it, to contend for the very thing we are to strive to live 
worthy of. 

o But it makes complete sense: 
 If the Gospel’s worth living for, it’s worth contending 

for. 
 If you won’t contend for it, how can you say you’re 

living worthy of it? 
 By not contending for it, you say by your actions it’s not 

worth living for. 
 Negative means: (28) “And not being frightened in anything by the ones 

opposing”  

 “Not being frightened.” 
o Being frightened is the opposite of what Paul says to do, stand 

firm (in one spirit) and contend. If they’re frightened, they’re 
obviously not standing firm and contending. 

 “In anything” – No exceptions. 
o How many times do we like to make exceptions? i.e., . . .  

 “They’re more intelligent than me.” 
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 “They’ll think I’m weird or stupid.” 
 “I don’t want to offend them.” 

 The Gospel is offense by nature—a stumbling 
block for Jews and foolishness to Gentiles (1 Cor 
1:23). 

 “I’ll just sugar coat it so they’ll accept it.” 
o Application/summary: 

 How do we live worthy of the Gospel? 

 Striving side by side for the Gospel without reservation, pulling back, 
being timid or frightened. Living worthy for the Gospel is contending for 
the Gospel. 

 Are we as a church unified in this effort, or can we become more 
likeminded and encourage one another to contend for the faith? 

 Do we have the ability to contend for the Gospel? Are we, as Peter says 
in 1 Peter 3:15, “always being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence.” 

 FOR BELIEVERS: 

 Because we are to live worthy of it. 

 But also, because living worthy of it is to contend for it. 

 Therefore, as believers we must never “move past” the Gospel but 
should 1) always seek to learn more about it so that we might better 
contend for it, and 2) grow in deeper love with it so that we might be 
more bold in its defense. 

 
2) WHY? 

 The problem – Why should I live worthy of the Gospel, that is, contend for it and face 
opposition? 

 The solution: 
o “Which is to them a sign of destruction, but your salvation.” 

 In other words, the opposition Paul has spoken of and the church’s standing in 
one spirit contending for the Gospel without being intimidated by any of this 
opposition is a testimony to the church of its spiritual salvation, but for those 
bringing the opposition, this all is an omen of their ultimate spiritual 
destruction, eternal punishment in hell. 

 Opposition and strife you face in regards to your relationship to the Gospel and 
your defense of it is a sign of your salvation and is therefore a blessing. 

o  “And this is from God.” 
 “This” – This whole complex of things: 1) the opposition believers face, 2) their 

ability to be unified, contend, and not be intimidated, 3) this sign of their 
salvation and their opponents destruction are all from God. 

 In other words, God’s sovereignty pervades the entire circumstance. All of this 
(1, 2, and 3) is “from God,” that is it originates with God. 

 Paul says, “You don’t believe me? Let me prove it to you.” And he does in verse 
29. 

o (29) “Because to you was graciously given this on behalf of Christ (for Christ’s sake), not 
only to believe in Him but also on His behalf to suffer.” 
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 Belief is given by God, i.e., . . . 

 2 Pet 1:1 – Calls faith something we have received. 

 Eph 2:8 – Faith is a gift of God. 

 2 Thes 2:13 – God has chosen us from the beginning to be saved 
through faith.  

 His point is that God is sovereign in the circumstance, i.e., belief. 
 Suffering for Christ’s sake, likewise, is given by God. 

 1 Thes 3:3 – The suffering we face is something we have been destined 
for. 

 Graciously given? 

 It’s much easy to grasp how the granted of belief is a gracious thing than 
the granting of suffering. 

 Solution: 
o The parenthesis of “not only to believe”: 

 The granting of suffering is seen as a gracious in light of 
the existence of the gracious gift of belief. 

 The gracious gift of belief that believers have received 
unbelievable outweighs any suffering we could ever 
receive. 

 Paul adds this phrase for this very reason. 
o “For Christ’s sake” – What a privilege. 
o The granting of suffering is gracious because, as we saw, it’s a 

sign of our salvation. 
o The granting of suffering is gracious because gracious results. 

 Rom 5 – Suffering produces character. 
 Phil 1:12-18 – Paul notes the gracious consequences of 

His own suffering. 
 Suffering in a contemporary American context: 

 We may not face opposition the same way a first century believer did or 
the same way a believer in a country where Christianity is illegal does. 
But, 2 Tim 3:12 says, that if we desire to live Godly, we will face 
persecution. We will face opposition, although it may not replicate the 
opposition other believers have faced and do face. 

o Paul says, “Philippians, this truth that suffering has been granted is not just true for you. 
This has proven true to be in my life too.” 

 (30) “Having the same struggle (you are going through the same struggle) which 
you saw in me (which they saw firsthand in Paul when he was with them) and 
now you hear about me (that is, the struggle of Paul that they hear of via 
reports about Paul’s situation such as this very letter). 

 Paul’s implying that sharing with other believers in the same struggle, having a 
“fellowship of struggle” in other words, is to be an encouragement. 

 Is this not somewhat of a reference back to Paul’s word, “in one spirit, in unity, 
contending, struggling for the Gospel”? 

 Summary: 
o The problem – Why should I live worthy of the Gospel, that is, contend for the Gospel 

and face opposition for it? 
o The solution: The Gospel. 
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 Because it’s a sign of your salvation—that you’ve been saved by the Gospel. 
 Because you haven’t simply been dealt suffering, but you’ve also received the 

gracious gift of faith. 
o In other words, the Gospel is our motivation to live worthy of the Gospel by contending 

for it. 
o When struggle to live worthy of the Gospel, we are to look to the Gospel. That is Paul’s 

salution. 
 
Conclusion: 

 Live worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 
o By letting the Gospel define the way you live. 
o By as a church in unity contending for the Gospel without fear. 
o Why? The Gospel. The Gospel is the solution. It’s our motivation to live this way. 

 Universalizable: 
o In this passage Paul was really speaking to the Philippians’ situation, hitting them right 

where they were at (talking about suffering and contending for the Gospel in the face of 
opposition). 

o But is it not true that the principles of this text are universalizable (that is, not just in 
reference to suffering and contending for the Gospel)? 

 The Gospel ought to define the way we live. 

 “Live worthy of the Gospel” – An imperative that entirely encompasses 
what the Christian life is to look like. What else can be said? 

 The Gospel is the solution to doing so. 

 Not just in reference to what we’ve talked about specifically today 
(opposition, suffering, contending for the Gospel). 

 But in all areas of the Christian life, i.e., . . . 
o Pride – The Gospel humbles us. 
o Loneliness – The Gospel calls us to the community of the 

church. 
o Racism – In Christ, there is no Jew or Gentile. 
o Legalism – Because the Gospel says we can’t earn God’s favor 

by our own efforts. 
o Antinomianism (saying, “I can live however I want”) – Because 

the Gospel frees us from sins power and compels us to live 
differently. 

 Get the big picture: 

 LIVE WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL (and all that entails) BY MEANS OF THE 
GOSPEL. 

 That is the underlying principle in this passage. 

 Let’s pray… 


