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A Defense 

 
Introduction: Before we talk about the Gospel and Evangelism, I first need to defend that this task is 
even worthwhile. 

 
The content of Gospel is important 
 

● Clearly understanding the content of the Gospel is important; it’s the content of our faith. 
 
“We ought to know the substance of the doctrine which is brought to us in the name of God, so 
that our faith can be fully grounded upon it.” - John Calvin. 
 
“Perhaps the greatest danger in Christianity is making assumptions about what the gospel is 
without hearing the Bible’s clear and definitive voice.” - Rick Holland. 

 
● If we lack clarity on the Gospel, we run the risk leading individuals to trust in something that is 

not the Gospel, not saving, and, in so doing, give them false assurance. 
 
Illustration: Those moments as children when we were tugging on our parent’s leg to 
soon discover that it wasn’t actually our parent’s leg at all; we were tugging on to a leg 
that looked like our parent’s but wasn’t. 
Correlation: We must not lead others to “hold on to” something other than the Gospel, 
not even a look alike. 

 
“If you believe what you like in the Gospel, and reject what you don't like, it is not the Gospel you 
believe, but yourself.” - Augustine. 

 
● This is not just an argument over semantics; our words are important. 

 
Illustration - “Let’s eat, grandma!”  (an invitation for grandma to come and eat) v. 
“Let’s eat grandma!” (a declaration of cannibalism!) 
Correlation: Our words are important for the sake of clarity! 

 
A clear understanding of the Gospel is important for a clear presentation of the Gospel 
 
The deeper one understands the theological details of doctrines like the gospel, the better able one is to 
explain these realities in a simple, clear, and understandable manner. 
 

"A mist in the pulpit is a fog in the pew." - Anonymous. 
 

Objection: But isn’t the Gospel elementary? 
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● The Gospel is utterly important. 
○ Vv. “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel” which “I delivered to you as of 

first importance....” - 1 Cor 15:1-3 
○ Vv. “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony 

of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.” - 1 Cor 2:1-2. 

○ Vv. “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another one ... But even if 
we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed.” Gal 1:6-9. 

 
● The Gospel is for Christians 

○ 1 Cor 15:1. 
○ Rom 16:25. 

 
● We don’t move beyond the Gospel but deeper in it. 

 
“The gospel cannot be preached and heard enough, for it cannot be grasped well enough…” - 
Martin Luther. 
 
If you think you know enough about the gospel already, you might need it more than you think.” - 
Joshua Harris. 
 
“The Gospel isn’t one class among many that you’ll attend during your life as a Christian–the 
gospel is the whole building where all the classes take place! … Name any area of the Christian 
life that you want to learn about or that you want to grow in. . . . None of these can be rightly 
understood apart from God’s grace through Jesus’ death. They, and indeed all topics, should be 
studied through the lens of the gospel.” - C.J. Mahaney. 
 
“We never move on from the cross, only into a more profound understanding of the cross.” - 
David Prior. 

 
“The Spirit does not take his pupils beyond the cross, but ever more deeply into it.” - J. Knox 
Chamblin. 
 
“. . . Every passage of Scripture–in both the Old and New Testaments–either predicts, prepares for, 
reflects, or results from the work of Christ.” - C.J. Mahaney. 
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The Gospel 

 

What the Gospel Is 
 
The nature of the Gospel: The Gospel is a message; it is news.1 
 

Lexical information: εὐαγγέλιον (euangelion); “the Gospel”; literally, good news. 
 
Not, e.g., instruction, a philosophy, a set of abstract propositions, etc. 

 
The content of the Gospel 
 

● Survey of Biblical material 
 

○ Biblical “definitions” of the Gospel: 
■ Vv. 1 Cor 15:1-8 - Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 

to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in 
vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as 
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

■ Vv. 2 Tim 2:8 - Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of 
David, as preached in my gospel… 

 
○ Gospel terms:2 

■ Terms related to God--the origin of the Gospel. 
● Gospel of God - Rom 1:1; 15:16; 1 Thes 2:2, 8-9. 
● God’s Gospel - 2 Cor 11:7. 
● Gospel of the grace of God - Acts 20:24. 

■ Terms related to Jesus--the subject of the God. 
● Gospel of Jesus Christ - Mk 1:1. 

                                                
1 Although the Gospel most properly refers to 1) the good news about God’s saving activity in Christ, by extension 
the Gospel is used to refer to 2) the proclamation of the good news about God’s saving activity in Christ as well as 
3) God’s saving activity in Christ itself. (D.A. Carson, What is the Gospel?--Revisited. 2 In composing this list of following terms, only passages that specifically use the noun ‘gospel' or the verb 'to 
gospel’ were used. This is not to imply that Gospel terms exist outside these parameters, but was done in order to 
help set perimeters for understanding what constitutes as Gospel according to the Biblical use of the word rather 
than assuming its meaning and finding content that correlates to that meaning. This list is not exhaustive. 
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● Gospel of Christ - 1 Cor 9:12; 2 Cor 9:13; 2 Cor 10:14; Gal 1:7; Phil 
1:27; 1 Thes 3:2. 

● Gospel of our Lord Jesus - 2 Thes 1:8. 
● Gospel of the glory of Christ - 2 Cor 4:4. 
● Word of Christ - Rom 10:17. 
● Testimony about our Lord [Jesus] - 2 Tim 1:8. 
● The word of the Lord [Jesus] - Acts 15:35. 

■ Terms that identify other Gospel content. 
● Gospel of the Kingdom (of God) - Mt 4:23; 9:35; 24:24; Lk 4:43; 8:1; 

9:2, 6. 
● Gospel of salvation - Eph 1:13. 
● Word of truth - Eph 1:13; Col 1:5. 
● Gospel of peace  - Eph 6:15; Acts 10:36. 

 
○ Gospel content:3 

■ Fulfillment of what was anticipated in the Old Testament - Rom 1:2; 16:25-
26; 1 Cor 15:3-4; 1 Pet 1:10-12. 

■ The kingdom - Mt 4:23; 9:35; 24:24; Mk 1:14-15; Lk 4:43; 8:1; 9:2, 6; Acts 
8:12; 20:24-25. 

■ Jesus - Mk 1:1; Acts 8:35; 11:20; Rom 1:3-6; 10:17; 15:35; 17:18; Rom 15:20; 
16:25; 1 Cor 9:12; 2 Cor 4:4-5; Eph 3:8; Phil 1:12-18; 2 Tim 2:8; 1 Pet 1:11. 

● As David’s son/Davidic king/the Christ - Acts 5:42; Rom 1:3; 2 Tim 2:8. 
● Cross, sufferings - 1 Cor 1:17; 15:3; 1 Pet 1:11. 
● Burial - 1 Cor 15:4. 
● Resurrection - Acts 17:18; Rom 1:4; 1 Cor 15:4. 
● Post-resurrection appearances - 1 Cor 15:5-8. 
● Exaltation - 1 Pet 1:11. 
● Appointed as judge - Rom 2:16. 

■ Salvation. 
● A message of salvation accomplished as well as a forward looking aspect 

- 1 Cor 1:17-18; 15:2-3; Eph 1:13; Col 1:5, 23; 2 Tim 1:8-10; 1 Pet 1:3-
12. 

● The grace of God - Col 1:6; 1 Pet 1:10. 
● Justification - Gal 3:8; cf. Gal 1:8-9. 

■ Implications: 
● The sustaining of believers - Rom 16:25. 
● Christian behavior and character - Phil 1:27; 1 Tim 1:8-11. 
● Inclusion of gentiles in God’s people and covenant promises - Eph 2:17; 

3:6, 9. 
● Believers are not under the Law and circumcision is a matter of 

                                                
3 In composing this list of following elements, only passages that specifically use the noun ‘gospel' or the verb 'to 
gospel’ were used. This is not to imply that Gospel content exists outside these parameters, but was done in order to 
help set perimeters for understanding what constitutes as Gospel according to the Biblical use of the word rather 
than assuming its meaning and finding content that correlates to that meaning. 
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indifference - Gal 2:14. 
■  Etc… 

 
Notes: 

● Breadth - Inclusion of certain elements (e.g., God’s salvation plan in its 
broad sense, Jesus as reigning Davidic king, Jesus as judge,4 etc.) that 
may enlarge our understanding of the Gospel. 

● Jesus - The centrality of Jesus in the messages. 
 

○ “Gospeling” in Acts: See “Acts 'Gospeling' Accounts Content Chart Sheet.” 
[EXTERNAL DOC] 

 
■ Caveat: These are likely Lukan summaries of the original messages. 

Consequently, elements of the original messages may be missing. 
■ Notes: 

● Prominent elements - Cross and resurrection. 
● Jesus - The centrality of Jesus in the messages. 
● OT - Rooted in the OT storyline. 
● Jewish--heavy OT context--v. gentile audience--emphasis on God. 
● Breadth - Inclusion of certain elements (e.g., Jesus as reigning Davidic 

king, pouring out of the Spirit, Jesus as judge, the consummation, etc.) 
may enlarge our understanding of the Gospel. 

■ Other prominent content in Acts’ “gospeling”: 
● The Christ is Jesus - Acts 5:42; 9:22; 17:3; 18:5, 28. 
● The kingdom - Acts 8:12; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23. 

 
○ The gospels (i.e., Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) as Gospel: 

■ Early church’s understanding - Not the “gospels (plural) of…” but “the gospel 
(singular) according to…”5 

■ Vv. Mark 1:1 - The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
■ Explanation: They are rightly considered Gospel because they present the in-

                                                
4 This prompts the question, how are such threats of judgment elements of the Gospel which is good news? Or is the 
Gospel actually better understood as important news which, if one responds positively to it, it serves as beneficial 
news? First, 2 Cor 2:14-16 is helpful here. As D.A. Carson (What is the Gospel?--Revisited) comments, “Paul is 
certainly not suggesting that the aroma is neutral, a strong smell that might be either good or bad. It is good. If it is a 
stench to those who are perishing, that says something about them, not about the nature of the smell itself.” Second, 
the judgment of evil is rooted in the goodness of God that brings about salvation through the extermination of evil. 
Judgment is the necessary corollary to salvation. 
5 “There is no evidence that anyone in the first century used the word ‘gospel’” to a literary genre. - D.A. Carson, 
What is the Gospel?--Revisited. “So far as the evidence goes, the first source to refer to the books themselves as 
‘gospels’ is Justin Martyr (mid-second century)....” - D.A. Carson, “The Biblical Gospel.” “The use of ‘gospel’ to 
refer to a particular kind of book, as in the phrase ‘the Four Gospels,’ would not have been understood in the 
apostolic period…. In the NT period Christians spoke of only one gospel. The first four books of the NT, nowadays 
called ‘gospels,’ were thought of as records or witnesses to that one gospel….” - D.A. Carson, “The Biblical 
Gospel.” 
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breaking and accomplishment of God’s saving activity in Christ.6 
■ Caveat: This doesn’t mean we equate every detail (e.g., Jesus’ commands) with 

Gospel. But it means we see the details as connected to the whole, which we 
understand to be accounts of the Gospel. 

■ The material: Some have said the gospels are accounts of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection with really long introductions--right! In other words, the material 
before the passion account isn’t just bonus material. It’s intimately connected.7 

● The incarnation -  God’s saving intervention in the person of Jesus - Lk 
2:10. 

● Jesus’ teaching - Jesus teaches about… 
○ His saving mission - Mk 1:14-15; Lk 4:16-21. 
○ Himself as the one on mission - Lk 4:18. 
○ His mission’s implications (e.g., kingdom ethics, kingdom 

community, etc.) - e.g., Mt 5-7. 
● Jesus’ miracles demonstrate the in-breaking of God’s saving reign in the 

person of Jesus - Luke 7:18-23; 11:20. 
● Death & resurrection - “the Gospel proper” - Decisive accomplishment 

of salvation. 
■ Notes: 

● The gospels - Impacts the way we read the gospels. 
● Jesus - The Gospel is bound up with the person and life of Jesus. 

 
○ The preached Gospel before the “Gospel proper”: 

■ Cases: 
● John the Baptist - Lk 3:16-18. 
● Jesus - Mt 4:23; 9:35; 11:2-5; Mk 1:14-15; Lk 4:18; 43; 7:22; 8:1; 20:1.8 
● The 12 disciples - Lk 9:1-6. 

■ Explanation: All can be considered Gospel preaching in some sense (seed form; 
even though its not the “Gospel proper”) because they all proclaimed God’s 
saving activity in Jesus Christ. 

■ Nuance: It would seem that the Gospel content corresponds to the current stage 
in redemptive history and the revelation currently revealed - Cf. Gal 3:8; Heb 
4:2, 6. Illustration: Acorn → oak tree. 

 
● Observations and conclusions: 

 
○ Breadth and variety of content. 

                                                
6 “The four biographies of Jesus are labeled “Gospels” because—at some level—the story of Jesus is the ‘good 
news.’ Jesus doesn’t just bring us good news. He is the good news.” –Trevin Wax, Counterfeit Gospels 
7 “All that the canonical Gospels say must be read in the light of the plotline of these books: they move inevitably 
toward Jesus’ cross and resurrection, which provides forgiveness and the remission of sins. That is why it is so 
hermeneutically backward to try to understand the teaching of Jesus in a manner cut off from what he accomplished; 
it is hermeneutically backward to divorce the sayings of Jesus in the Gospels from the plotline of the Gospels.” - 
D.A. Carson, What is the Gospel?--Revisited. 
8 Jesus preached the Gospel because Jesus preached himself. 
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Application: May enlarge, inform, and clarify our understanding of the Gospel. 

 
○ The fundamental element (“the hub of the wheel”): 

■ Something that can explain the breadth and variety of content. 
■ Something so central that  all of the other elements are connected to it. 

Jesus and His redeeming/rescuing/saving/restorative activity.9 
 
Vv. 2 Tim 2:8 - Remember Jesus Christ ... as preached in my gospel. 

 
○ Central--the cross and resurrection. 

■ E.g., “First importance” (1 Cor 15:1-4), Acts’ ‘Gospeling,’ the gospels (literary 
works) Gospel, etc. 

■ Vv. 1 Cor 15:3-4 - … that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. 

 
○ Broad and focused senses of the Gospel: 

■ Broad sense - The Gospel in its fullness, encompassing the whole good news 
about Jesus’ saving activity with all its elements and dimensions.10 

■ Focused sense - Focused on the Gospel’s central elements--the cross and 
resurrection--and how individuals are saved. Genuinely gospel and believed for 
salvation (e.g., Acts 16:30-32; Rom 10:9-10) even though it doesn’t contain all of 
the elements of the Gospel in its fullness.11 

■ Relationship: The focused sense is foundational and vital to the broad sense.12 
 

○ Two mutually dependent dimensions--historical events and theological significance: 
 

■ Explanation: Scripture definitions of the Gospel contain both historical and 
theological elements: 

● Vv. “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel … that Christ died 
                                                
9 Includes the corresponding negative aspect, e.g., the judgment of evil (Rom 2:16). 
9“The word ‘gospel’ can become so comprehensive that it becomes more or less equivalent to ‘Christ’....” - D.A. 
Carson, What is the Gospel?--Revisited. 
10 A lifetime could not plumb its depth. 
11 We must distinguish between the absence and denial of undeniable Gospel truths. A denial of certain truths 
constitutes as a denial of the Gospel itself (e.g., justification by faith alone--Galatians) because this entails a denial 
of something that is genuinely Gospel. 
12 “The broader focus sketches in the mighty dimensions of what Christ has secured. But this means that if one 
preaches the gospel in the broader sense without also emphasizing the gospel in the more focused sense of what God 
has done to bring about such a sweeping transformation, one actually sacrifices the gospel. To preach the gospel … 
without making clear what secures the whole, is not to preach the gospel…. Perhaps that is why Paul, talking of 
what gospel is, feels free to identify the matters of first importance: Christ crucified and rise again.” - D.A. Carson, 
What is the Gospel?--Revisited. 
12“We need a holistic gospel because the world is in a holistic mess. And by God’s incredible grace we have a 
gospel big enough to redeem all that sin and evil has touched. And every dimension of that good news is good news 
utterly and only because of the blood of Christ on the cross.” - Christopher Wright. 
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for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared....” - 1 Cor 15:1-5. 

● Vv. Jesus “was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.” - Rom 4:25. 

 
■ Historical events: Needed, because they are the grounds for the theological 

significance. Without the historical events, their theological implications aren’t a 
reality (e.g., forgiveness--1 Cor 15:17). 
 

■ Theological significance: Needed because simply stating the historical events is 
not enough in and of itself.  

   
Illustration: The Passion of the Christ. It portrays the historical event, 
but does not provide an interpretation, the “so what?” It can’t lead one to 
saving faith in and of itself. 

 
○ The Gospel is intrinsically connected to salvation:13 

■ The Gospel is the message about salvation accomplished14 - 1 Cor 1:17-18; 15:2-
3; Eph 1:13; 2 Tim 1:8-10; 1 Pet 1:3-12. 

 
  Vv. Eph 1:13 - … the gospel of your salvation…. 
 

■ The Gospel is a message, when believed, results in salvation - Rom 1:16; Eph 
1:13; 2 Thes 2:13-14. 

 
Vv. Rom 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes…. 
 

○ The Bible’s storyline--the context of the Gospel: The storyline of the Bible is the 
context in which the Gospel makes sense, and a part from which the Gospel doesn’t make 
sense. E.g., … 

■ Vv. 1 Cor 15:3-4 - That Christ died for our sins in accordance with the [OT] 
Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the [OT] Scriptures…. 

■ Cf. Acts’ ‘Gospeling’ accounts. 
■ Cf. “Gospel of the kingdom” (a conglomeration of OT hopes). 

 
                                                
13 Technically, the Gospel and salvation are not the same. Salvation flows out of and results from the events of the 
Gospel, which is the message of salvation accomplished. However, Biblically the Gospel and its saving significance 
are not separated and are inseparable (see “Two mutually dependent dimensions--historical events and theological 
significance). Biblically, the Gospel is not just saving events, but the understanding that they are saving. As is 
common with the Bible (e.g., flood, Exodus, exile, etc.), the Gospel is not just historical event, but interpreted event. 
14 This statement is not meant to exclude the “not yet,” yet to be applied aspect of the salvation decisively 
accomplished in the Gospel. 
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Application: This resists an understanding of the Gospel that needs little 
to no OT (e.g., Gospel void of Jesus as Davidic king). 

 
■ Consequence: The Bible’s storyline anticipates and finds its resolution in the 

Gospel. Conversely, the Gospel corresponds to the salvation anticipated in the 
Bible’s storyline. 

 
 

● Summary--the Gospel: The good news about the saving (*intrinsically connected to salvation | 
*theological significance) activity (*historical events) of Jesus Christ (*centrality of Jesus)--
everything He did, does, will do (*breadth)--as the climax, resolution, and fulfillment of the 
Bible’s story (*OT context). 

 
A more detailed analysis of key elements: God, Man, Christ, Response 

 
(* Cf. Broad and focused senses of the Gospel.) The following presentation falls within the category of 
‘focused sense.’ This particular presentation focuses on the penal/forgiveness dimension of the Gospel. 
Illustration--The Gospel like a diamond with many facets. 
 
Q: If you were to present the Gospel, where would you start? 
 
Or… Q: The Gospel is the message of salvation. But what does salvation imply. A: The need for 
salvation, the “bad news.” 
 

● Introductory note--the “bad news” 
 Q: Why is inclusion of the “bad news” so important? 

○ Vital aspect: Salvation implies that we are saved from something. So, concerning the 
Gospel, there’s no need for good news if there’s no bad news with which to begin. It’s an 
assumed element in the Gospel. 

○ Clarity: We gain a clearer understanding of the Gospel when we have clarity concerning 
the problem(s) the Gospel addresses. (Likewise, distorting or eliminating elements of the 
the bad news will inevitably distort the good news.) Likewise, how accurately we 
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articulate the good news is largely dependent on how well we understand the bad news. 
 

● Transition: 
○ Sum: So the bad news is that we are in need of rescuing/salvation. 
○ What? But then the question is, Q: Why are we in need of rescuing/salvation? or, From 

what do we need rescuing? The answer is multifaceted. 
■ Punishment … But why is there punishment? 
■ Sin … But why is sin a problem? 
■ God (holy, just, wrathful). … The Gospel is God saving us from Himself. 

 
    Our problem is God; and our only solution from God is God. 
 
Cf. Acts ‘Gospeling’ accounts to pagan audiences--began with God. 
 
[THE “BAD NEWS” - PART 1] 
Q: What do we need to know about God to have an understanding of the “bad news,” our need for the 
“good news”? 

A: God punishes sin… yes, but Q: why does that put me in danger? A: I’m accountable to Him; 
and therefore, He punishes my sin. 

● God [the holy creator] 
○ God is the sovereign creator. 

■ As our creator, God owns us and we are responsible to Him. We have an intrinsic 
creator-creation relationship with Him. Therefore, we are not autonomous 
(independent); we owe God our existence and are accountable to Him. As our 
creator, God has the right to demand worship and obedience from us. - Gen 1:26-
28; Heb 4:13; Rev 4:11. 

■ Sin--violating God’s law--is a personal assault against God (Gen 39:9; Ps 51:4). 
Q: Why? Because… 

● It’s God’s law. 
● The law is rooted in His character. 

All sin is ultimately sin against God, and is therefore infinitely serious, infinitely 
heinous, and demanding infinite (eternal) punishment. 

 
○ God is perfectly holy and righteous. Q: How does this relate to our need for salvation, 

the “bad news.” 
■ God demands perfection. Can anyone think of any verses or proofs? - Jas 2:10; 

the OT sacrifices. 
■ God does not leave sin unpunished. Can anyone think of any verses or proofs? - 

Ex 34:7; Hab 1:13. 
 

It’s God’s goodness that is bad news for us in our badness. But it’s also God’s 
goodness that is good news for us in our badness (Rom 5:8). 

 
○ Summary: We are accountable to God to obey His law and worship Him perfectly; and 
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we are liable to God’s judgment. 
 
Transition: 

● So 1) man is accountable to God and 2) God is holy and punishes sin. 
● But just these realities alone do not necessarily imply “bad news,” that man is in need of 

salvation. To understand the bad news we need to know something about Man. 
 
[THE “BAD NEWS” - PART 2] 
Q: What do we need to know about man to have an understanding of the “bad news,” our need for the 
“good news”? A: Man is a sinner liable of God’s punishment. 
 

● Man [the sinner] 
Q: But why is man a sinner? A: Adam’s sin. 
 Q: But why does Adam’s sin make me a sinner? 

○ Sinners - Because Adam, the representative of humanity sinned, all are sinners from 
birth (Ps 51:5); and as a result (Mt 15:19; Rom 5:12; 8:7; Eph 2:1-3), all personally 
commit sin (Eccl 7:20; 1 Kgs 8:46; Rom 3:9-18, 23) -- Sum--Rom 5:12-19, esp. v.12. 

   
Illustration: Ambassador representing an entire nation. 
Illustration: A team foul in basketball--one individual’s foul results in a 
penalization against his whole team. 

 
  Q: But what is sin? 

○ Sin - Anything—thought, word, deed, and nature—contrary to the worship due to God, 
whether that be disobedience of God’s law (“sin is lawlessness” - 1 Jn 3:4), even not 
honoring God as God (“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as 
God” - Rom 1:18-23; “no fear of God” – Rom 3:18), or even the “good deeds” of 
sinners (“all our righteous deeds are like filthy rags” - Isa 64:6). 

 
Sin, not merely as actions, but nature: 
“Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be things 
which God commands; and of good use both to themselves and others: yet, because they 
proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a right manner, according to 
the Word; nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are therefore sinful, and cannot please 
God, or make a man meet to receive grace from God: and yet, their neglect of them is 
more sinful and displeasing to God.” - Westminster Confession of Faith. 
 
Illustration: A sweaty guy giving you a hug. A hug is typically a nice act, but 
because of his state, you find it repulsive. 
 
Conclusion: That the good deeds of sinners are considered as “filthy rags” 
indicates that sin is not just bound up with our actions, but our very condition. 

 
  What is the punishment for sin? 
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○ The punishment for sin is death (spiritual and physical; Rom 6:23; cf. Gen 2:1715), 
eternal damnation in hell (Mt 25:41, 46; Mark 9:47-48; Rev 20:10-15). 

 
○ Summary: All men are rebellious towards God, at enmity with God, condemned before 

God, and (without intervention) will be punished by God. 
 
[THE “GOOD NEWS”] Now, when we talk about Christ = the Gospel, we are talking about the person 
and works of Christ. Q: What works? 

● Christ 
○ Incarnation (John 1:1, 14; Phil 2:5-8; Col 1:19; Heb 2:17) - As Anselm asked in his 

famous book Cur Deos Homo, “Why the God-man?” 
■ Q: Why man? The problem was man’s; and so we needed someone to enter the 

problem and defeat it (cf. Christ as a second Adam - Rom 5; 1 Cor 15). 
 

● Explanation: A representative and substitute for men. 
 

Illustration: The Olympics - For one to compete for a given country, he 
must be a citizen of that country. 

 
○ He satisfies God’s righteous demands on men in terms of 

obedience. All the obedience of man which was due to God is 
met in Jesus the man. 

○ He satisfies God’s righteous demands of men in terms of 
punishment. All of the guilt accrued by men was remedied by 
Christ the man. 

 
■ Q: Why God? 

● A: Salvation is the prerogative of God in scripture. 
● A: Only God could accomplish salvation. 

 
● Only God could live a life without sin (Heb 4:15; 1 John 3:5; 2 Cor 

5:21). 
● Only God could defeat death (Acts 2:24). 
● Only an infinite being (God is infinite, man is finite) could provide 

satisfaction for an infinite punishment and wrath due to a sin against an 
infinite God (Heb 9:25-26, 28; 10:11-12, 14).16 

 
“A sin against God has a kind of infinity arising from the infinity of the 

                                                
15 The fact that Adam and Eve didn’t immediately physically die, even though God warned that they would “in the 
day that you eat of it,” indicates that this death was both physical and spiritual. The died immediately spiritually. 
16 It was requisite that the Mediator should be God, that he might sustain and keep the human nature from sinking 
under the infinite wrath of God, and the power of death; give worth and efficacy to his sufferings, obedience and 
intercession; and so satisfy God's justice, procure his favour, purchase a peculiar people, give his spirit to them; 
conquer all their enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation. - Westminster Larger Catechism. 
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divine majesty--for an offense is the greater in proportion to the 
greatness of him against whom it is committed. And hence for a worthy 
satisfaction that act of satisfaction must needs have an infinite efficacy, 
that is to say, it must needs be an act of God and man." - Thomas 
Aquinas. 
 

● Only a being of infinite worth could possibly be a sacrifice sufficient for 
all men. 

   
“This death of the Son of God is the only and most perfect sacrifice and 
satisfaction for sins, of infinite value and worth, abundantly sufficient 
to expiate the sins of the whole world. This death is of such great value 
and worth because the person who submitted to it is not only a true and 
perfectly holy man, but also the only-begotten Son of God.” - Synod of 
Dort. 
 

○ Crucifixion. Q: What is the saving significance of Christ’s crucifixion? 
■ In His death, Christ bore the sin of all who would trust in Him (substitute), paid 

the penalty, satisfied God’s justice and wrath, and reconciled sinners to God. Q: 
Verse? (Isa 53:6, 11-12; Gal 3:13; 1 Cor 15:3; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 2:24). 

■ At the cross God's infinite wrath against and infinite love for sinners 
uncompromisingly intersect. It is only at the cross that the tension between God's 
unyielding wrath and love is resolved (Rom 3:25-26). 
 

○ Resurrection. Q: What is the saving significance of Christ’s crucifixion? 
■ Confirmation of atonement - In His resurrection Christ triumphed over sin and 

death (sin’s penalty). So, Christ’s resurrection vindicates His defeat of sin at the 
cross. - 1 Cor 15:17; Rom 4:25. 

■ Inauguration of new creation - In His death, death had died; and therefore 
death could not hold Him--He rose! 
● Raised now – So too, all who are united to Him by faith share in His 

death and resurrection (spiritually and eventually physically) - Rom 6:1-
11; Col 3:1, 3; Eph 2:4-6; 1 Cor 15:20-23.  

● Raised then – Firstfruits of the resurrection - 1 Cor 15. 
● New Creation in Christ  - In His resurrection a new age dawned over 

which He emerged from death as King, an age of new life and new 
creation for all those who would be united to Him by faith - 2 Cor 5:17.  

■ Vindication of His Messiahship – God raised Him, thereby putting His stamp of 
approval on this otherwise considered criminal – Acts 2. 

■ The claim of His saving rule. 
● Appointed “Son of God” – Rom 1:4. 
● Received and poured out the Spirit of new creation era – Acts 2. 

 
○ Summary: The solution to man’s sin before God is found in the person and saving work 

of Jesus (i.e., the Gospel). 
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[RESPONSE TO THE NEWS] (–Not the gospel itself, but the response to it.) 

● Response: 
- Positive or negative, to accept or reject it. 
- A response is necessary and unavoidable. Neutrality is not possible; to be “undecided” 
is to not accept it. 

 
Q: What is the proper response to the Gospel? What does it entail? 

○ Positive: * This must be our response as well as the response we call for when we 
‘Gospel’ (evangelize). 

 
■ Conversion (“Repentance faith”): Faith and repentance; “two sides of the same 

coin.” - Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 11:18; 16:30-31; 20:21; 26:20; 2 Cor 
7:10; Eph 2:8. 
 

Q: What is faith? Nature? Content? 
● Faith/trust/belief (πίστις): 

○ Involves content: Who Jesus is and what He has done (death, 
resurrection, significance) – Rom 10:9. 

○ A willful reliance on Christ and His saving work alone – Acts 
16:31; Rom 4:4-5, 18-21; 11:6; Gal 2:21; Eph 2:8-9. 

 
Q: What is repentance? 

● Repentance (µετάνοια): A deliberate turning from sin and resolving to 
forsake it. It recognizes that true faith involves change (cf. Acts 
‘Gosepling’ chart; Mt 3:8; Jn 3:36; 15:5-8; Jas 2:14-26). 
 

■ Baptism: An outward expression intrinsically tied to Biblical conversion – Acts 
2:38, 41; 22:16; 1 Pet 3:21. 

 
● Rejection: Those who do not trust in Christ are condemned already (John 3:18, 36). 

 
● Summary: The accomplished saving work of Christ is applied to all those who turn from 

sin and trust in Christ and His saving work (i.e., the Gospel), a conversion expressed 
through Baptism. 

 
● “God-Man-Christ-Response” Summary: 

 
“We are accountable to the God who created us. We have sinned against that God and will be 
judged. But God has acted in Jesus Christ to save us, and we take hold of that salvation by 
repentance from sin and faith in Jesus.” – Greg Gilbert. 

 
Gospel dimensions, images, perspectives, etc. 
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○ Introduction: 
■ Illustration: Diamond facets - Different, complementary perspectives of looking at the 

same thing. We need all of them to help us gain a fuller view of the Gospel. 
■ When you present the Gospel (if you are doing it accurately) you are probably using one 

of these themes or vantage points, whether you realize it or not. 
■ How we articulate the solution is very much dependent on how we understand the 

need/problem (cf. contextualization). 
 

● Penal Substitution: In His death, Christ bore the penalty for sin on behalf of sinners (Isa 53:4-5; 
Mark 10:45; John 10:15; Rom 4:25; Gal 3:13; 2 Cor 5:21; Eph 5:25; 1 Pet 2:24; 3:18). 

 
● Justification: The sins of all those who would trust in Christ were counted as Christ’s (2 Cor 

5:21; 1 Pet 1:24); He took the punishment for these sins and satisfied God’s justice (Rom 3:26). 
By faith, Christ’s perfect righteousness (Mt 3:15; 1 Cor 1:30; Heb 5:8) is counted as the 
believer’s. - Rom 3:21-4:8, 22-25; 5:1, 15-19; 9:30; 10:4, 10; Gal 2:16, 21; 3:6, 8, 10-13, 24; Phil 
3:9. 

 
Vv. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” - 2 Cor 5:21. 

 
John Calvin: 
“A man will be justified by faith when, excluded from righteousness of works, he by faith lays 
hold of the righteousness of Christ, and clothed in it [cf. Zech 3:1-5], appears in the sight of God 
not as a sinner, but as righteous.” 
 
Martin Luther: 
“Through faith you are so closely united with Christ...that you say with confidence...Christ’s 
righteousness, victory, life, etc., are mine; and Christ, in turn, says: I am this sinner, that is, his 
sins, death, etc., are mine because he clings to me and I to Him; for through faith we have been 
joined together....” Illustration: marriage. 

 
simul justus et peccator (“Simultaneously sinner and righteous”), cf. Rom 4:5. 

 
“Our faith depends solely on Christ. He alone is righteous, and I am not; for His righteousness 
stands for me before the judgment of God and against the wrath of God . . . for a foreign 
righteousness has been introduced as a covering.” Illustration: plagiarism. 

 
● Propitiation: The wrath of God directed towards sinners on account of their sin was satisfied and 

exhausted in Christ. - Rom 3:25; 5:9; 1 John 2:2; 4:10. 
 

● Sacrifice: Sin requires a sacrifice for satisfaction. Christ was that ultimate, final sacrifice. - John 
1:29; 1 Cor 5:7; Heb 10:1-18. 

 
● Reconciliation: Due to sin, the relationship between God and man is one of hostility (Isa 59:2). 
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“Men are opposed to God in their sin, and God is opposed to men in his holiness.” - J.I. Packer. 
 

Christ restores this relationship (through penal substitution, propitiation, justification, etc.) - Rom 
5:8, 10-11; 2 Cor 5:18-20. 
 

● Ransom/redemption: Christ’s death was the costly price by which spiritual prisoners were set 
free from the slavery of sin’s condemnation and power. - Ps 130:8; Mk 10:45; Rom 4:24; 1 Cor 
6:20; 7:23; Gal 3:13; Eph 1:7; Col 1:13-14; 1 Tim 2:15-6; Tit 2:14; Heb 9:15; 1 Pet 1:18; Rev 
5:9. 

 
● Covenant-promise fulfillment: 

 
● Recapitulation: Adam was the group-representative of the Old Humanity and Old Creation 

order. Through his sin, he brought all of humanity under sin and death and the creation under the 
curse. Christ is the “second Adam,” representing a New Humanity and New Creation. He restores 
and reverses what was lost by the first Adam. - Eph 1:10; Col 1:20; Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:20-
23; 45-59. 

 
● Christus Victor: 

 
● Etc. 

 

B. What the Gospel Isn’t17 
 

1. Our response to the Gospel--faith - The Gospel is not our response to it. This is a categorical 
confusion between “do” and “done.” 

 
“You cannot say that repentance and faith are the gospel. They are what the Holy Spirit enables us 
to do about the Gospel. If you tell unbelievers that they should trust Christ, believe the good news, 
or confess their sin, these things are undoubtedly true, but they are not the gospel. We must tell 
them what it is about Christ that they should trust, what the good news is so that they can believe it 
and why sins should be confessed.” - Graeme Goldsworthy. 

 
2. Decision-making 

 
a. Surrendering or committing one’s life to Christ 

i. Discipleship certainly defines any true believer; but it’s not discipleship itself 
that saved. Discipleship itself is not the good news. 

ii. But this puts the Gospel in terms of something we need to do not something 
that’s done for us. 

                                                
17 See also <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPhEEzjU8xQ>; 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYqeexBdXXQ> 
17 
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“The gospel of submission, commitment, decision, and victorious living is not 
good news about what God has achieved but a demand to save ourselves with 
God’s help.” - Michael Horton. 

 
b. Praying “the prayer” 

i. It obscures the Biblical means of salvation: 
1. “The prayer” is not in scripture; it is not a scriptural model. 
2. “The prayer” may convey that salvation is obtained by a special mantra 

or magical formula of words rather than repentance and faith.18 The 
object of faith can become the prayer itself instead of Christ. 

ii. One can “pray the prayer” with absolutely no understanding of the Gospel or 
genuine faith and one can have genuine faith without ever having “prayed the 
prayer.” 
 

c. Excursus: “Decision-making” theology and assurance 
 

i. Assurance: Placing emphasis on past decisions can lead to problems concerning 
assurance (using “the prayer” as our case study):19 

1. Many who are not actually saved can be given a false assurance merely 
because of a past decision (e.g., “praying the prayer”). “Decision-
making” theology tends to neglect the necessity of perseverance and 
Christian growth.20 

2. It often leads to a lack of assurance based on a very superstitious view 
(e.g., “did I prayer the right word?” “did I mean it enough?”) because 
their focus is on a prayer, not trusting in Christ.21 

 

                                                
18 This is especially true in cases where individuals are instructed to “repeat after me” word for word, placing an 
emphasis on the words being chosen. 
18 
18“There’s no mantra we can learn, no catchphrase we can recite, that will move God’s hand. We appeal to Him 
based on the person and work of His Son.” - C.J. Mahaney. 
18 
18“The sinner’s prayer has become a Protestant ritual that people often go through without considering what the 
prayer is supposed to embody. God doesn’t give salvation in response to a prayer; repentance and faith are the 
instruments that lay hold of salvation. You can express repentance and faith in a prayer, but it is possible to repent 
and believe without a formal prayer, and it is possible to pray a sinner’s prayer without repenting and believing.” - 
J.D. Greear. 
18 
19 “Placing an overemphasis on phrases like “ask Jesus into your heart” gives assurance to some who shouldn’t have 
it and keeps it from some who should. - J.D. Greear. 
19 
20 “Salvation is not a prayer you pray in a one-time ceremony and then move on from; salvation is a posture of 
repentance and faith that you begin in a moment and maintain for the rest of your life.” “The validity of our faith is 
revealed not by the intensity of our first reaction to it, but by our perseverance in it.” - J.D. Greear. 
20 
21 “Salvation comes not because you prayed a prayer correctly, but because you have leaned the hopes of your soul 
on the finished work of Christ.” - J.D. Greear. 
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ii. Salvation (and assurance) is not about looking to a past decision. 
1. Illustration: If someone was in a terrible car accident, you wouldn’t 

search the vehicle for their birth certificate; you’d check for a pulse! 
2. Illustration: Sitting in a chair -  

 
“If you are seated right now, then you know that at some point in the 
past you made a decision to sit down—your posture proves it. If you 
are right now trusting in Christ’s finished work and submitting to his 
Lordship, that proves you are saved. If you are not, then it doesn’t 
matter what ‘ceremony’ you went through. Assurance doesn’t come 
through a memory of a past event, but through our present posture.” -  
J.D. Greear. 
 

iii. Not having a past decision does not mean one isn’t saved: For some us us, we 
came to the point where we realized we believed rather than deciding to believe. 
But either way, its belief that saves. 

 
iv. Aside: “The prayer” has become the “new baptism.” In other words, it’s replaced 

baptism as the tangible act representing our past decision to trust and follow 
Christ. 

 
3. Asking Jesus into your heart 

a. Not biblically based, not in the Bible. 
b. Void of Gospel-content. 
c. Does not present the proper means of salvation (faith and repentance). 
d. Nebulous and confusing. 

 
4. Your personal “testimony” or experience 

a. E.g., your own conversion - The Gospel is not what you did in response to the Gospel, 
it’s what Christ has done on behalf of sinners. 

b. E.g., the benefits that Christianity brings you. 
i. The Gospel is not its impact on our life. We must distinguish between the Gospel 

itself and its effects or implications. 
ii. We must not cheapen the grace of the Gospel. The good news is not that aspects 

of our life improved (although it may be true), but that we are saved from 
damnation. 

c. In our postmodern world of “personalized truth” (e.g., “it’s true for me”) we must be 
clear that the Gospel is not simply good news for us but that they need it as well. 

 
5. Behavioral change 

 
a. Following Jesus’ teaching and moral example (i.e., “WWJD”). 

i. The Gospel is not something we must do; the Gospel calls us to believe 
something that was done. 

ii. The Gospel is not a call to be a better person; it confronts with the reality that we 



 
~ 20 ~ 

are not good people and that we need salvation. 
 

b. “Living the Gospel” 
i. The Gospel has definite implications for the way we live.22 
ii. But you can’t live the Gospel. The Gospel was something accomplished on your 

behalf. 
 
"The Gospel is news about what God has done in Jesus Christ. For me to think 
that I can live the Gospel is to put myself in the place of Christ." - Voddie 
Baucham. 
 

This is a categorical confusion between “do” and “done,” between the Gospel 
itself and the Gospel’s implications. 

 
6. Cultural transformation (“social gospel”) 

a. Social justice and loving others is commendable and necessary. 
b. The Gospel certainly has implications for culture: society will be changed by the Gospel 

inasmuch as its members are changed by the Gospel. 
 

“We express penitence both for our neglect and for having sometimes regarded 
evangelism and social concern as mutually exclusive. Although reconciliation with other 
people is not reconciliation with God, nor is social action evangelism, nor is political 
liberation salvation, nevertheless we affirm that evangelism and socio-political 
involvement are both part of our Christian duty. For both are necessary expressions of 
our doctrines of God and mankind, our love for our neighbor and our obedience to Jesus 
Christ.” - The Lausanne Covenant.23 

 
c. The Gospel is not our call and to change society but God’s divine intervention. We must 

be careful not to transform the good news into a good imperative. 
 

7. A “Relationship with God” / “Jesus is your friend” 
 

a. It’s not a relationship with God that we need. We already have one. We need this 
relationship to be restored. 

 
“Besides the fact that Scripture never refers to the gospel as having a personal 
relationship with Jesus nor defines faith as a decision to ask Jesus to come into our heart, 
this concept of salvation fails to realize that everyone has a personal relationship with 
God already: either as a condemned criminal standing before a righteous judge or as a 
justified coheir with Christ and adopted child of the Father.” - Michael Horton. 
 

                                                
22 “The gospel is not a doctrine of the tongue, but of life. It cannot be grasped by reason and memory only, but it is 
fully understood when it possesses the whole soul and penetrates to the inner recesses of the heart.” - John Calvin. 
23 “God is concerned not only for the salvation of souls but also for the relief of poverty, hunger, and injustice.” - 
TGC. 
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b. A restored relationship with God is not the Gospel itself; it’s a result of the Gospel. 
 

c. Putting the Gospel, or even Christianity, in terms of a mere relationship with God (or 
friendship with Jesus) may give the impression that God and man are simply coequal 
buddies; it does not necessarily convey that this relationship is one between a creator-
judge and His creature who is responsible to Him. Further, it says nothing about the fact 
that this relationship has been violated and restoration needs to be made. 

 
“Relationship is an important category in the Bible. Human beings were made to 

live in fellowship with God. What we must remember, however, is that is was a specific 
kind of relationship in which they were to live—not the relationship between two equals, 
where law, judgment, and punishment are out of view, but the relationship between a 
King and his subjects. 
         Many Christians talk about sin as if it were merely a relational riff between God 
and man, and what is needed is for us simply to apologize and accept God’s forgiveness. 
That image of sin as [a] lovers’ quarrel, though, distorts the relationship in which we 
stand to God. It communicates that there is no broken law, no violated justice, no 
righteous wrath, no holy judgment—and therefore, ultimately, no need for a substitute to 
bear that judgment, either.” – Greg Gilbert. 

 
8. “Jesus is Lord” 

 
“To say simply that ‘Jesus is Lord’ is really not good news at all if we don’t explain how Jesus is 
not just Lord but also Savior. Lordship implies the right to judge.... Therefore, to a sinner in 
rebellion against God and against his Messiah, the proclamation that Jesus has become Lord is 
terrible news [e.g., Rev 6:15-17; 19:11-21]. For that news to be good and not simply terrifying, it 
would have to include a way for your rebellion to be forgiven, a way for you to be reconciled to 
this One who has been made Lord. … Apart from that, the declaration that ‘Jesus is Lord’ is 
nothing but a death sentence.” - Greg Gilbert. 

 
9. “God loves you” 

a. Understanding that God loves us doesn’t speak of our need to be saved; it doesn’t speak 
of God’s wrath on account of our sin. 

b. “God loves you” doesn’t express the central and most significant way God has 
demonstrated that love--Jesus’ death--and why it matters. 

 
10. Positive thinking and self-help (e.g., you’re okay just the way you are; you just need to reorient 

your life around the truth that God loves you). - We don’t need to be told to think more highly of 
ourselves; we need to come to grips with how bad we are. God loves us, yes, but not because of 
how great we are; He loves us despite how terrible we are. 

 
11. “God has a wonderful plan for your life” (“prosperity gospel”) 

a. Its completely man-centered and does not deal with the enmity between God and man 
due to sin. 

b. The Gospel is not that God wants to help you become a better you and give you “your 
best life now.” 
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c. Void of Gospel-content. 
 

12. “Searching for...” and/or “Finding God” 
a. Nebulous (i.e., what does it mean to “find God”?) and void of Gospel-content.  
b. Contrary to a proper understanding of man’s sinfulness (Rom 3:11; John 6:44, 65). 

 

C. “Gospel-Lite”--The Neutered-Gospel, i.e., there’s important stuff missing 
 

1. Either just the historical events (i.e., death and resurrection of Christ) or just their theological 
significance (e.g., “God will forgive you if you trust Him”). 

 
2. Just the good news or just the bad news. 

a. The gospel is not telling people their need (e.g., “you need to be born again”)--neutered 
gospel. 

b. But it’s also not enough to simply tell them that Jesus saves without first showing them 
why they need His saving. Without a sense of the “bad news” there is no sense of need 
for the “good news.”24 

 
c. Excursus: Hell in our Gospel Presentation 

i. The abuse we used to see was “scaring people into salvation.” Because people 
were afraid of hell, they made non-genuine “salvation decisions.” 

ii. However, telling people the opposite “option” to salvation (i.e., damnation) is not 
wrong; in fact it’s Biblical (e.g., Jesus talked about hell more than heaven). 

iii. The danger then is not in presenting hell; the dangers are... 
1. Emphasizing hell so much that it eclipses Christ’s saving work. 
2. In presenting hell you don’t get around to presenting Christ’s saving 

work (e.g., Presenting hell and then presenting the sinner’s prayer as a 
“get out of hell free card”). 

iv. In our pluralistic culture, where “all religions are created equal” and everyone 
will make it to eternal paradise someday no matter what they believe or practice, 
a realistic Biblical dose of hell is healthy and even needful for our audiences. 

 
3. Easy believism and/or just forgiveness 

a. Doesn’t take the cost of discipleship seriously (Lk 9:23-25; 14:15-33). 
b. Lacks a wholistic view of salvation (e.g., see “salvation handout”). 

 

                                                
24 “We have a gospel hardened generation of sinners by telling them how to be saved before they have any 
understanding why they need to be saved.” - Sinclair Ferguson. 
24 
24“It is plain that no man can arrive at the true knowledge of himself, without having first contemplated the divine 
character, and then descended to the consideration of his own. For, such is the native pride of us all, we invariably 
esteem ourselves righteous, innocent, wise and holy, til we are convinced by clear proofs, of our unrighteousness, 
turpitude, folly and impurity. But we are never thus convinced, while we confine our attention to ourselves, and 
regard not the Lord, who is the only standard by which this judgment out to be formed.” - John Calvin. 
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“In issuing the gospel invitation we have no liberty to conceal the cost of discipleship. Jesus still 
calls all who would follow him to deny themselves, take up their cross, and identify themselves 
with his new community. The results of evangelism include obedience to Christ, incorporation 
into his Church and responsible service in the world” - The Lausanne Covenant. 

 
4. Mere individual, personal salvation / The church-less Gospel - Lacks the “big picture” 

(cosmic and corporate dimensions) of God’s saving purposes (e.g., the OT’s anticipation of the 
Gospel, “the Gospel of the kingdom,” the Church, the New Creation).25 

 
5. Conclusion: 

The Gospel is not a concept/idea, philosophy, social-political movement, lifestyle, experience 
(e.g., faith), religion, theological system, ethical system, church, relationship with God, etc. 
Although it is not necessarily contrary to any of these things, the Gospel is a message about real 
historical events (Christ’s death and resurrection) with incredible theological implications (the 
salvation of all who repent and believe). 

 
“The gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ.... This good news is christological, centering on the cross and 
resurrection: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been 
proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central.... This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection are 
according to the Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God), historical (if 
the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and we are to be pitied more than all 
others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and transmitted by the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving 
events), and intensely personal (where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved).” - 
TGC Confessional Statement.  

                                                
25 The metanarrative of “creation, fall, redemption, consummation” is not the Gospel itself, sure; but this 
metanarrative and the Gospel are inseparable. The Gospel assumes this broader redemptive narrative as its 
backdrop; and this narrative assumes the Gospel as its center. 
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III. Evangelism 

 

A. Why Evangelize? 
 

1. Because we are committed to the Gospel 
 

“The gospel is good news. His word to be proclaimed. You cannot be committed to the gospel 
without being committed to proclaiming the Gospel.” – Tim Chester 

 
2. Because God’s saving purposes are accomplished through evangelism 

Vv. “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? … So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.” - Rom 10:14-17 (cf. Acts 18:9-10). 

 
3. And therefore, we are commanded to evangelism 

a. Vv. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” - Matthew 28:19-20. 

b. Vv. “Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect....” - 1 Pet 3:15. 

 
4. God’s love for us in the Gospel, our love for God, and our love for others overcomes our 

fears and hesitancies. 
a. Vv. “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. … For the love of 

Christ controls us.... All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore,we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” - 2 Cor 
5:11-20. 

 
“We share the gospel because we love people. And we don’t share the gospel because we 
don’t love people. … We protect our pride at the cost of their souls.” - Mark Dever. 
 

b. When we are afraid to offend... - Illustration: Sometimes the nicest thing you can do is 
tell someone that their pant zipper is down or that they have spinach in their teeth. 
Sometimes offending or informing someone of bad news is actually kind and out of love. 

 
5. But ultimately because (whether or not the Gospel is received) we get to glorify God in the 



 
~ 25 ~ 

proclamation of His Gospel (“Gospel of glory”--2 Cor 4:4; 1 Tim 1:11).26 
 

B. What is Evangelism? 
 

1. Group investigation: Parable of the Seeds (Mark 4:1-20). 
 

2. Verbs used to describe what we call “evangelism” 
a. εὐαγγελίζω (euangelizo). 

i. It’s the verb form of the noun εὐαγγέλιον (euangelion), from which we get are 
word “Gospel” (evangel). 

ii. evangel-izing (gospel-ing) - It means to announce good news essentially. 
b. µαρτυρέω (martureo) and similar verb forms. 

i. Means to witness, to testify to something. 
ii. Related noun forms, e.g. ... 

1. µαρτυρία (mapturia) - A testimony/witness (often with a judicial sense, 
given in court). 

2. µάρτυς (martus) - One who witnesses or testifies. The later eventually 
came to mean what we call a martyr, because it was by giving one’s life 
that Christians often testified to the Gospel. 

c. Conclusion: In sum, the words the Bible uses to describe what we call evangelism both 
have the idea of articulating the Gospel message. 

 
3. Successful evangelism 

 
a. Clearly articulating the Gospel as well as calling for the proper response to it and all 

that it entails. 
 

“To evangelize is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was 
raised from the dead according to the Scriptures, and that as the reigning Lord he now 
offers the forgiveness of sins and the liberating gift of the Spirit to all who repent and 
believe. Our Christian presence in the world is indispensable to evangelism, and so is that 
kind of dialogue whose purpose is to listen sensitively in order to understand. But 
evangelism itself is the proclamation of the historical, biblical Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, with a view to persuading people to come to him personally and so be reconciled to 
God. In issuing the gospel invitation we have no liberty to conceal the cost of 
discipleship. Jesus still calls all who would follow him to deny themselves, take up their 
cross, and identify themselves with his new community. The results of evangelism 
include obedience to Christ, incorporation into his Church and responsible service in the 
world” - The Lausanne Covenant. 

                                                
26 “Love for God is the only sufficient motive for evangelism. Self-love will give way to self-centeredness; love for 
the lost will fail with those whom we cannot love, and when difficulties seem unsurmountable [sic], only a deep love 
for God will keep us following his way, declaring his Gospel, when human resources fail. Only our love for God--
and, more important, his love for us--will keep us from the dangers which beset us. When the desire for popularity 
with men, or for success in human terms, tempts us to water down the Gospel, to make it palatable, then only if we 
love God will we stand fast by his truth and his ways.” - John Cheeseman. 
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b. And inviting a response. 

 
Because the Gospel is news that demands a response (i.e., it is not possible to remain 
neutral; a lack of response is a response) “I do not see how one can be said to be truly 
preaching the gospel without spelling out the demands that the gospel makes.” - D.A. 
Carson, What is the Gospel?--Revisited. 

 
4. Discipling Christians 

a. If evangelism is preaching the Gospel, than it is just as needful among Christians. 
Christians need to be reminded of the Gospel, encouraged by the Gospel, instructed in the 
Gospel and its implications for their life, and they need to persevere in faith in the 
Gospel. 

b. So don’t feel as if “evangelizing the saved” is any less important. 
 

C. What isn’t Evangelism? 
 

1. Conversion(s) 
 

a. Quantity: Successful evangelism ≠ seeing many or any conversions. 
i. The nature of the Gospel is such that the same message results in two different 

responses--acceptance or rejection (2 Cor 2:15-16). It’s not that some accept it 
because it was presented one way and others rejected it because it was presented 
another way. The same “seed” was received by all. It was the type of “soil” that 
determined the response (Mark 4:1-10). 

ii. We are dependent on God, the Holy Spirit, to sovereignly work in people and 
grant them spiritual life and faith. 
Vv. “The Spirit [“wind”] blows where He wishes” - Jn 3:8 (cf. Acts 13:48; Jn 
6:44, 65). 

 
“The Christian call to evangelism is a call not simply to persuade people to 
make decisions but rather to proclaim to them the good news of salvation in 
Christ, to call them to repentance, and to give God the glory for regeneration and 
conversion. We don’t fail in our evangelism if we faithfully tell the gospel to 
someone who is not [subsequently] converted; we fail only if we don’t faithfully 
tell the gospel at all. Evangelism itself isn’t converting people; its telling them 
that they need to be converted and telling them how they can be.” - Mark Dever. 

 
b. Quality: But more, successful conversion ≠ any type of “conversion.” 

i. What is genuine conversion? 
1. Persevering repentant faith (Mk 4:1-20)--faith that lasts (Mt 10:22; Jn 

15:6; Col 1:22-23; Heb 3:14; 1 Pet 1:5) and produces real change in 
one’s life (Jas 2:14-26; 1 Jn 3:4-10; Jn 15:8; Mt 3:8). 

2. Supernatural (Jn 1:13; 3:6; 1 Pet 1:3), not brought on by human 
manipulation (Jn 3:8). 
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ii. So, successful evangelism ≠ manipulating in order to get a positive 
response,27 e.g., emotional manipulation--conversion decisions ultimately based 
on emotions will be as temporary as the emotions themselves; saving faith is 
lasting faith. 

 
    The goal of the Great Commission is not decisions but discipleship. 
 

2. “Lifestyle witnessing” or “Living out the Gospel” before others. 
a. The Gospel is good news. Therefore, the Gospel, by very definition, demands 

articulation. It’s not something we can live; it’s something we can declare. 
i. Not, “Preach the Gospel at all times; use words if necessary.” But, “Preach the 

Gospel at all times; use words because its necessary” (Rom 10:14-17). 
ii. If the message of Jesus Christ becoming flesh, dying for sins, and raising for our 

justification is not present, then to what is one witnessing? Our morality? Our 
nice personality? At best the Gospel’s impact on our life. But certainly not the 
Gospel itself. 

b. The proclamation of the Gospel effects, result in, produces saving faith. 
Vv. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for [purpose/result] 
salvation to everyone who believes.” - Rom 1:16. 

 
c. Excursus: How living the implications of Gospel relates to our evangelism. 

i. But “adorning” the Gospel with our lives is also necessary. 
 

Vv. “But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.” But also, 
“Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works … so that in 
everything they [or you] may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.” - 
Tit 2:1-10 (cf. Mt 5:16; 1 Pet 2:12; Jn 13:34-35; Phil 2:14-15). 
 
“Our lives are the confirming echo of our witness.” - Mark Dever. 
 
It was said of Basil the Great, “His words are like thunder because his life is like 
lightning.” 
 

ii. But we must be careful to distinguish the Gospel and its implications. 
 

                                                
27 Example, what not to do (from Soul Winning Made Easy by C.S. Lovett): “HOW TO PRESS FOR THE 
DECISION: Lay your hand firmly on the subject’s shoulder (or arm) and with a semi-commanding tone of voice, 
say to him: 'Bow your head with me.' Note: Do not look at him when you say this, but bow you head first. Out of the 
corner of your eye you will see him hesitate at first. Then, as his resistance crumbles, his head will come down. … 
Bowing your head first, causes terrific psychological pressure." 
27 
27Example: In His ministry, Jesus had thousands of followers. However, since he knew many of his followers were 
not genuine believers and were following Him for the wrong reasons (John 2:23-25), he actually preached in such a 
way to “weed them out” (see John 6:60-66; Mark 4:9-12). In other words, he was not concerned with numbers, but 
with genuine faith. So too, we should not be concerned with getting as many “decisions for Christ” as possible, but 
with seeing genuine conversions. 
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3. Apologetics - It’s a fantastic discipline (1 Pet 3:15); but it’s not evangelism. 
a. Apologetics - The discipline of defending the Christian faith (e.g., arguments for God’s 

existence, the bodily resurrection of Christ, the authenticity of the Bible, etc.) 
b. The purpose of apologetics: 

i. Apologetics serves to show the Christian faith to be reasonable, rational, and 
believable (i.e., not absurd). 

ii. But apologetics never converts anyone. 
1. First, people can simply choose not to believe sound, logically 

compelling arguments.28 
2. Second, people need to believe the Gospel, not apologetic arguments. 

 
4. Answering all of their questions 

a. Be willing and ready to say, “I don’t know,” or, “I’ll look into it.” 
b. Even if you don’t know all the answers to their questions (and you won’t!), you can still 

tell them the Gospel. Just because you don’t know everything, doesn’t mean you don’t 
know anything. 

 
5. Sum: 

 
“Evangelism is not persuading people to make a decisions; it is not proving that God exists, or 
making out a good case for the truth of Christianity; it is not inviting someone to a meeting; it is 
not exposing the contemporary dilemma, or arousing interest in Christianity; it is not wearing a 
badge saying ‘Jesus Saves’! Some of these things may be right and good in their place, but none of 
them should be confused with evangelism. To evangelize is to declare on the authority of God 
what he has done to save sinners, to warn men of their lost condition, to direct them to repent, and 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” - John Cheeseman. 

 

D. How Should One Evangelize? 
 

1. Earn an opportunity to speak 
a. Listen. 
b. Develop relationships. 
c. Live a life consistent with your message. 

 
2. Understand your audience 

 
a. Get to know your audience 

i. Ask questions. 
ii. Listen, listen, listen. 

 

                                                
28 E.g., you can give fantastic arguments for Christ’s resurrection; but at the end of the day, a naturalist, who 
presupposes that people simply can’t raise from the dead, no matter what you say is not going to be convinced by 
them. Further, in our postmodern society, individuals are much more comfortable believing incoherent, irrational, 
and illogical things. So, logical arguments may also be less convincing now days. 
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b. Considering their religious heritage (e.g., presuppositions, religious conceptions, 
religious language). 

 
c. Communicate accordingly 

i. Don’t assume; define and describe words like God, Jesus, sin, faith, hell, 
salvation, justification, etc. 

ii. Be careful of using “Christianise” (e.g., “relationship with God,” “spiritual 
growth”). 

 
3. Be deliberate, intentional, bold, urgent, and explicit in presenting the Gospel and looking 

for opportunities to do so.29 If not, we will easily make excuses. 
 

4. Use Scripture 
a. God’s word, through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, provokes faith (Isa 55:10-11; Eph 

6:17; Heb 4:12). 
b. It shows that this message is not based in our imagination but is God’s truth. 

 
6. Evangelize with integrity to the message 

 
a. Do not add to the message, e.g., Legalist standards; “You need to clean your life up 

before you come to Christ.” 
 

b. Do not obscuring the message 
i. ...With things you think will make it more attractive (e.g., “trust in Christ as 

your savior and your life will be wonderful”). 
ii. ...By using unclear and confusing cliches 

 
c. Do not eliminating vital aspects of the message (e.g., offensive things): The Gospel has 

many indispensable truths, many of which are by nature offensive (1 Cor 1:18-24; 2 Cor 
2:15-16; Gal 5:11). 
 

“A Gospel that in no way offends the sinner has not been understood.” - Mark Dever. 
 

But if one eliminates just one of these truths, the gospel is no longer the Gospel. 
 

“If you alter or obscure the Biblical portrait of God in order to attract converts, you don't 
get converts to God, you get converts to an illusion. This is not evangelism, but 
deception.” - John Piper. 

 
7. Do not add unnecessary offense to the Gospel 

 
“We certainly don’t want the sharing of the gospel to bring us or the gospel into disrepute for any 

                                                
29 “We must not only close our eyes in prayer for opportunities, but we must then open our eyes to see them.” - 
Mark Dever. 
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reason other than a disagreement with the message itself.... We simply don’t want to give people 
other reasons to oppose our evangel [Gospel]. We don’t want our evangelism to stand in the way 
of the evangel - the good news.” - Mark Dever. 

 
8. Evangelize with wisdom (e.g., gentleness) 

a. Vv. “Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect....” - 1 Pet 3:15. 

b. Vv. “And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, 
patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant 
them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” - 2 Tim 2:24-25. 

 
9. “Make disciples” (Mt 28:19-20): What about after conversion? 

a. Baptism. 
b. Meaningful membership within a local church. 
c. Bible reading. 
d. Connections (with you or others). 
e. Note camp policies and procedures. 

 
10. Pray (Jonah 2:9; John 16:44; 1 Cor 3:5-7) 

a. ...for opportunities. 
b. ...for conversion. 
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IV. Recommended Media 

 
● What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert. 

 
● The Explicit Gospel by Matt Chandler. 

 
● Counterfeit Gospels: Rediscovering the Good News in a World of False Hope by Trevin Wax. 

 
● Gospel: Recovering the Power that Made Christianity Revolutionary by J.D. Greear. 

 
● Stop Asking Jesus into Your Heart by J.D. Greear. 

 
● Marks of the Messenger: Knowing, Living and Speaking the Gospel by Mack Stiles. 

 
● The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Dever. 

 
● Tell the Truth by Will Metzger. 

 
● Living the Cross Centered Life by C.J. Mahaney. 

 
● The Cross and Salvation by Bruce Demarest. 

 
● New City Catechism (online and as an iPad app).30 

                                                
30 Online - <http://www.newcitycatechism.com/home.php>; iPad app - <https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/new-city-
catechism/id564035762?ls=1&mt=8> 


