Creation
Genesis 1-2
1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that
were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And
God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so.
12
The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds,
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let
them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
16
And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light
to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give
light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
22
And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was
so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I
have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and
to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has
the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the
seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from
all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because
on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
4
These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they were created,
in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.
5
When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet
sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man
to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole
face of the ground— 7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the
LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had
formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.
24

10

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land
of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around
the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.
16
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
18
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would
call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”
24
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed.

The Fall
Genesis 3
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
16
To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
but he shall rule over you.”
17
And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
20
The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
22
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and
live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden
of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the
way to the tree of life.

The Flood and the Noahic Covenant
Genesis 6:9-9:17
6:9

These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11
Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And
God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth
is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with
pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50
cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above,
and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 For
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the
breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish
my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your
sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every
sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds
according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping
thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep

them alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall
serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.
7:1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have
seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all
clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male
and his mate, 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep
their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain on the
earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out
from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.
6
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark to escape
the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds,
and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the
ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the
flood came upon the earth.
11
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows
of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.
13
On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife
and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according
to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, every
winged creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which
there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in
as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.
17
The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark,
and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth,
and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the
earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters
prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that
moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth,
and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died.
23
He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals
and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only
Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the
earth 150 days.

8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The
fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the
heavens was restrained, 3 and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of
150 days the waters had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to abate
until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the
mountains were seen.
6
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7 and sent
forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground.
9
But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the
waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and
brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth
the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in
her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided
from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did
not return to him anymore.
13
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and
looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the twentyseventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out
from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves
on the earth, went out by families from the ark.
20
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some
of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the LORD smelled
the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because
of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again
strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”
9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth
and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the

fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be
food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not
eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning:
from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a
reckoning for the life of man.
6
“Whoever sheds the blood of man,
by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image.
7
And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”
8
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant
with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you,
the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the
ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood
to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have
set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
14
When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

The Disobedience at Babel
Genesis 11:1-9
11:1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people
migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And
they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And
they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came
down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD
said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the
beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be
impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that

they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there
over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was
called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from
there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

The Abrahamic Covenant & the Patriarchs of Israel
Genesis 12:1-9; 15; 17; 22
12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”
4
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventyfive years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the
land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar
to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going
toward the Negeb.
15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD,
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member
of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and
he counted it to him as righteousness.
7
And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to
give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years

old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all
these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds
in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
12
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and
great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they
will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go
to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back
here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the
river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the
Jebusites.”
17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his
face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make
you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you.
7
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
9
And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be
circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or
bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised.
So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male

who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.”
15
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her.
I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
17
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to
a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”
18
And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, “No,
but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish
my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20 As for
Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and
multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation.
21
But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time
next year.”
22
When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham
took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male
among the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that
very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when
he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son
Ishmael were circumcised. 27 And all the men of his house, those born in the house and
those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.
22:1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I
shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two
of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men,
“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again
to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went
both of them together.

9

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from
me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram,
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as
a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said,
“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young
men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.
20
Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has borne children
to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,
22
Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 (Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight
Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 Moreover, his concubine, whose name was
Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

The Exodus
Genesis 46:2-7; Exodus 1:8-14; 6:1-13; 11:1-12:32, 50-51; 14:1-31
Gen 46:2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And
he said, “Here I am.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid
to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down
with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your
eyes.”
5
Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their
little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 They also
took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came
into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him,
his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.

Ex 1:9 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said
to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come,
let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our
enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters
over them to afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom
and Raamses. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more
they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 13 So they
ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 14 and made their lives bitter with hard
service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they
ruthlessly made them work as slaves.
6:1 But the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with
a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his
land.”
2
God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known
to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the
land in which they lived as sojourners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people
of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6 Say
therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem
you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my
people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has
brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land
that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession.
I am the LORD.’” 9 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses,
because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.
10
So the LORD said to Moses, 11 “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of
Israel go out of his land.” 12 But Moses said to the LORD, “Behold, the people of Israel have
not listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, for I am of uncircumcised lips?”
13
But the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them a charge about the people of
Israel and about Pharaoh king of Egypt: to bring the people of Israel out of the land of
Egypt.
11:1 The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon
Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you away
completely. 2 Speak now in the hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his

neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry.” 3 And the LORD
gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.
4
So Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘About midnight I will go out in the midst of
Egypt, 5 and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill,
and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of
Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7 But not a dog shall growl
against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the LORD
makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.’ 8 And all these your servants shall come
down to me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, you and all the people who follow you.’
And after that I will go out.” And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 9 Then the LORD
said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, that my wonders may be multiplied in the
land of Egypt.”
10
Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.
12:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for
you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from
the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.
7
“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel
of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire;
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled
in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of
it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In
this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For I will pass
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.
13
The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of
Egypt.

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD;
throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 15 Seven days
you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses,
for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person
shall be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the
seventh day a holy assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But what everyone
needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17 And you shall observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt.
Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. 18 In
the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened
bread until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 19 For seven days no leaven is to
be found in your houses. If anyone eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from
the congregation of Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a native of the land. 20 You shall eat
nothing leavened; in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.”
21
Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for
yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop
and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with
the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the
morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the
blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not
allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 24 You shall observe this rite as a
statute for you and for your sons forever. 25 And when you come to the land that the LORD
will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this service. 26 And when your children
say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the
LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he
struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’ ” And the people bowed their heads and
worshiped.
28
Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and
Aaron, so they did.
29
At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the
dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and
all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not
a house where someone was not dead. 31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night
and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go,
serve the LORD, as you have said. 32 Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and
be gone, and bless me also!”
14

12:50 All the people of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 And
on that very day the LORD brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their
hosts.
14:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp
in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall
encamp facing it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are
wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s
heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
5
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his
servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that
we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made ready his chariot and took his army
with him, 7 and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with
officers over all of them. 8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
he pursued the people of Israel while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9 The
Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army,
and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
10
When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the
Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried
out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out
of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve
the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in
the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see
today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be
silent.”
15
The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go
forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the
people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will harden the hearts of
the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all
his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the
LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”
19
Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind
them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming

between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness.
And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night.
21
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by
a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And
the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall
to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And
in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the
Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels
so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the
LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.”
26
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the
morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the
midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all
the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But
the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them
on their right hand and on their left.
30
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against
the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his
servant Moses.

Mt. Sinai, the Mosaic Covenant, & the Ten Commandments
Ex 19:1-9; 20:1-17; Deut 28
Ex 19:1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of
Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim
and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel
encamped before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out
of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of
Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the
earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are
the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

7

So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words
that the LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that
the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the
LORD. 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that
the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.”
20:1 And God spoke all these words, saying,
2
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery.
3
“You shall have no other gods before me.
4
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of
those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and
keep my commandments.
7
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold
him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or
your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder.
14
“You shall not commit adultery.
15
“You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your
neighbor’s.”
Deut 28:1 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to
do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high
above all the nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and

overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the
city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the
fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young
of your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6 Blessed shall you
be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.
7
“The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you.
They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 8 The LORD will
command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he will bless
you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 9 The LORD will establish you as a
people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD
your God and walk in his ways. 10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are
called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you. 11 And the LORD will make
you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and
in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.
12
The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land
in its season and to bless all the work of your hands. And you shall lend to many nations,
but you shall not borrow. 13 And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail, and you
shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God,
which I command you today, being careful to do them, 14 and if you do not turn aside from
any of the words that I command you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other
gods to serve them.
15
“But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you. 16 Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in
the field. 17 Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18 Cursed shall be the fruit
of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of
your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go
out.
20
“The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you undertake
to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds,
because you have forsaken me. 21 The LORD will make the pestilence stick to you until he
has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 22 The LORD
will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with
drought and with blight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And
the heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. 24 The
LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you
until you are destroyed.

“The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one
way against them and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a horror to all the
kingdoms of the earth. 26 And your dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for
the beasts of the earth, and there shall be no one to frighten them away. 27 The LORD will
strike you with the boils of Egypt, and with tumors and scabs and itch, of which you cannot
be healed. 28 The LORD will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of mind,
29
and you shall grope at noonday, as the blind grope in darkness, and you shall not prosper
in your ways. And you shall be only oppressed and robbed continually, and there shall be
no one to help you. 30 You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her. You shall
build a house, but you shall not dwell in it. You shall plant a vineyard, but you shall not
enjoy its fruit. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat any
of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your face, but shall not be restored to you. Your
sheep shall be given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you. 32 Your sons
and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and fail with
longing for them all day long, but you shall be helpless. 33 A nation that you have not known
shall eat up the fruit of your ground and of all your labors, and you shall be only oppressed
and crushed continually, 34 so that you are driven mad by the sights that your eyes see.
35
The LORD will strike you on the knees and on the legs with grievous boils of which you
cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.
36
“The LORD will bring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither
you nor your fathers have known. And there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone.
37
And you shall become a horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the peoples where
the LORD will lead you away. 38 You shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather
in little, for the locust shall consume it. 39 You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but
you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them.
40
You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint yourself
with the oil, for your olives shall drop off. 41 You shall father sons and daughters, but they
shall not be yours, for they shall go into captivity. 42 The cricket shall possess all your trees
and the fruit of your ground. 43 The sojourner who is among you shall rise higher and higher
above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. 44 He shall lend to you, and you
shall not lend to him. He shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.
45
“All these curses shall come upon you and pursue you and overtake you till you are
destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes that he commanded you. 46 They shall be a sign and a
wonder against you and your offspring forever. 47 Because you did not serve the LORD your
God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all things,
48
therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger
25

and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on your
neck until he has destroyed you. 49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away,
from the end of the earth, swooping down like the eagle, a nation whose language you do
not understand, 50 a hard-faced nation who shall not respect the old or show mercy to the
young. 51 It shall eat the offspring of your cattle and the fruit of your ground, until you are
destroyed; it also shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your herds or the
young of your flock, until they have caused you to perish.
52
“They shall besiege you in all your towns, until your high and fortified walls, in which
you trusted, come down throughout all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your
towns throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. 53 And you shall
eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom the LORD your God
has given you, in the siege and in the distress with which your enemies shall distress you.
54
The man who is the most tender and refined among you will begrudge food to his brother,
to the wife he embraces, and to the last of the children whom he has left, 55 so that he will
not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is eating, because he has
nothing else left, in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you
in all your towns. 56 The most tender and refined woman among you, who would not
venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because she is so delicate and tender, will
begrudge to the husband she embraces, to her son and to her daughter, 57 her afterbirth that
comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears, because lacking
everything she will eat them secretly, in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy
shall distress you in your towns.
58
“If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that
you may fear this glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God, 59 then the LORD will
bring on you and your offspring extraordinary afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting,
and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 60 And he will bring upon you again all the diseases of
Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 61 Every sickness also and
every affliction that is not recorded in the book of this law, the LORD will bring upon you,
until you are destroyed. 62 Whereas you were as numerous as the stars of heaven, you shall
be left few in number, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God. 63 And
as the LORD took delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD will take
delight in bringing ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the
land that you are entering to take possession of it.
64
“And the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the
other, and there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor your
fathers have known. 65 And among these nations you shall find no respite, and there shall
be no resting place for the sole of your foot, but the LORD will give you there a trembling

heart and failing eyes and a languishing soul. 66 Your life shall hang in doubt before you.
Night and day you shall be in dread and have no assurance of your life. 67 In the morning
you shall say, ‘If only it were evening!’ and at evening you shall say, ‘If only it were
morning!’ because of the dread that your heart shall feel, and the sights that your eyes shall
see. 68 And the LORD will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I promised that
you should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies
as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.”

The Wilderness Wanderings
Num 13-14:38
13:1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan,
which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a
man, every one a chief among them.” 3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran,
according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of
Israel. 4 And these were their names: From the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of
Zaccur; 5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; 6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb
the son of Jephunneh; 7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 8 from the tribe
of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; 9 from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu;
10
from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 11 from the tribe of Joseph (that is,
from the tribe of Manasseh), Gaddi the son of Susi; 12 from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the
son of Gemalli; 13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 14 from the tribe of
Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 15 from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.
16
These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses
called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.
17
Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up into the Negeb
and go up into the hill country, 18 and see what the land is, and whether the people who
dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19 and whether the land that
they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps or
strongholds, 20 and whether the land is rich or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not.
Be of good courage and bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season
of the first ripe grapes.
21
So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebohamath. 22 They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai,
the descendants of Anak, were there. (Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)
23
And they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single
cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also brought some

pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster
that the people of Israel cut down from there.
25
At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they came to
Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of
Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed
them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us.
It flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the
land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the
descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites,
the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell by the
sea, and along the Jordan.”
30
But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy
it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up with him said,
“We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32 So they
brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The
land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and
all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the
sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like
grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”
14:1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And
all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said
to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives
and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?”
4
And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”
5
Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation
of the people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who
were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the
congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is
an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and
give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD.
And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed
from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 10 Then all the congregation said to
stone them with stones. But the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the
people of Israel.
11
And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And how long
will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 12 I will

strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater
and mightier than they.”
13
But Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for you brought up
this people in your might from among them, 14 and they will tell the inhabitants of this land.
They have heard that you, O LORD, are in the midst of this people. For you, O LORD, are
seen face to face, and your cloud stands over them and you go before them, in a pillar of
cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 Now if you kill this people as one man, then
the nations who have heard your fame will say, 16 ‘It is because the LORD was not able to
bring this people into the land that he swore to give to them that he has killed them in the
wilderness.’ 17 And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have promised,
saying, 18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity
and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation.’ 19 Please pardon the iniquity
of this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have forgiven
this people, from Egypt until now.”
20
Then the LORD said, “I have pardoned, according to your word. 21 But truly, as I live,
and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, 22 none of the men who have
seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me
to the test these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore
to give to their fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant
Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me fully, I will bring into the land
into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 25 Now, since the Amalekites and
the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn tomorrow and set out for the wilderness by the
way to the Red Sea.”
26
And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall this wicked
congregation grumble against me? I have heard the grumblings of the people of Israel,
which they grumble against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live, declares the LORD, what you
have said in my hearing I will do to you: 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness,
and of all your number, listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, who have
grumbled against me, 30 not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make
you dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little
ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land that
you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And
your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years and shall suffer for your
faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 According to the
number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, a year for each day, you
shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.’ 35 I, the LORD,

have spoken. Surely this will I do to all this wicked congregation who are gathered together
against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.”
36
And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the
congregation grumble against him by bringing up a bad report about the land— 37 the men
who brought up a bad report of the land—died by plague before the LORD. 38 Of those men
who went to spy out the land, only Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh
remained alive.

Entering into the Promised Land
Ex 23:20-33; Num 33:50-56; Josh 24:1-28
Ex 23:20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you
to the place that I have prepared. 21 Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not
rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.
22
“But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to
your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.
23
“When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the Hittites and
the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24 you
shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall utterly
overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You shall serve the LORD your God,
and he will bless your bread and your water, and I will take sickness away from among
you. 26 None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days.
27
I will send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against
whom you shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And I
will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the
Hittites from before you. 29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the
land become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30 Little by little I will drive
them out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. 31 And I will set
your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the
Euphrates, for I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive
them out before you. 32 You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They shall
not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will
surely be a snare to you.”
Num 33:50 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you pass over the
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land

from before you and destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images
and demolish all their high places. 53 And you shall take possession of the land and settle
in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the land by lot
according to your clans. To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small
tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be
his. According to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive out
the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall
be as barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land
where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you as I thought to do to them.”
Josh 24:1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God.
2
And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago,
your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and
they served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led
him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 4 And
to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but
Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued
Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and afterward I brought you out.
6
“ ‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the Egyptians
pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to
the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon
them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the
wilderness a long time. 8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the
other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you
took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel. And he sent and invited Balaam the
son of Beor to curse you, 10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I
delivered you out of his hand. 11 And you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and
the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them
into your hand. 12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the
two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave you a land
on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You
eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.’
14
“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And

if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
16
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and
preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the
land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”
19
But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume
you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve
the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that
you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD,
the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve,
and his voice we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and
put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the
Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up there under the terebinth
that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this
stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke
to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely with your God.” 28 So
Joshua sent the people away, every man to his inheritance.

Life Under the Judges
Jud 2:6-23; 21:25
2:6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance
to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the
LORD had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at
the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in
Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 10 And all
that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after
them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.

11

And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the
Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them
out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples
who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger.
13
They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the
LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered
them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no
longer withstand their enemies. 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was
against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And
they were in terrible distress.
16
Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who
plundered them. 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods
and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had
walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so.
18
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he
saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was
moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19 But
whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going
after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their
practices or their stubborn ways. 20 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel,
and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I commanded their
fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21 I will no longer drive out before them any of the
nations that Joshua left when he died, 22 in order to test Israel by them, whether they will
take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or not.” 23 So the LORD left
those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of
Joshua.
21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.

The Emergence of a Monarchy
1 Sam 8:1-22; 10:1
8:1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his
firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba.
3
Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and
perverted justice.

4

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said
to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us
a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,
“Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to
Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that
they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking
me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice;
only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign
over them.”
10
So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king
from him. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will
take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before
his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders
of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements
of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers
and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your
vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He will take your male servants
and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his
work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day
you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD
will not answer you in that day.”
19
But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there
shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may
judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the
words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to
Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel,
“Go every man to his city.”
10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said,
“Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign
over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding
enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed you to be prince over
his heritage.

The Davidic Covenant

2 Sam 7:1-17; 1 Kgs 12:1-20
2 Sam 7:1 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from
all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do
all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
4
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in
a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all
the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’
8
Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my
people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great
ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so
that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down
with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body,
and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son.
When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of
the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 17 In accordance with
all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.
1 Kgs 12:1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make
him king. 2 And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt,
where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 And they
sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to
Rehoboam, 4 “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of
your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Go away
for three days, then come again to me.” So the people went away.

6

Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon
his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?”
7
And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and
speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.”
8
But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young
men who had grown up with him and stood before him. 9 And he said to them, “What do
you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your
father put on us’?” 10 And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus
shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you
lighten it for us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s
thighs. 11 And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.
My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.’ ”
12
So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said,
“Come to me again the third day.” 13 And the king answered the people harshly, and
forsaking the counsel that the old men had given him, 14 he spoke to them according to the
counsel of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your
yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 15 So
the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD
that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.
16
And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the
king, “What portion do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To
your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their tents.
17
But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18 Then
King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel
stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee
to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 20 And
when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly
and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed the house of David but
the tribe of Judah only.

The Building & Dedication of the Temple
1 Kgs 6:1, 11-13; 8:12-66
6:1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv,
which is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.

6:11 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12 “Concerning this house that you
are building, if you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my
commandments and walk in them, then I will establish my word with you, which I spoke
to David your father. 13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel and will not forsake
my people Israel.”
8:12 Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 13 I
have indeed built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.” 14 Then the
king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel
stood. 15 And he said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has
fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that
I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel in
which to build a house, that my name might be there. But I chose David to be over my
people Israel.’ 17 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name
of the LORD, the God of Israel. 18 But the LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was
in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart.
19
Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall
build the house for my name.’ 20 Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. For
I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD
promised, and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. 21 And
there I have provided a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD that he made
with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.”
22
Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly
of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven, 23 and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there
is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing
steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart; 24 you have kept
with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth,
and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25 Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep
for your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack
a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their
way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 26 Now therefore, O God of Israel,
let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my father.
27
“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 28 Yet have regard to the
prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the
prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29 that your eyes may be open night and

day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that
you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30 And listen to the
plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen
in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.
31
“If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and comes and swears
his oath before your altar in this house, 32 then hear in heaven and act and judge your
servants, condemning the guilty by bringing his conduct on his own head, and vindicating
the righteous by rewarding him according to his righteousness.
33
“When your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they have sinned
against you, and if they turn again to you and acknowledge your name and pray and plead
with you in this house, 34 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and
bring them again to the land that you gave to their fathers.
35
“When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if
they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when you
afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel,
when you teach them the good way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your
land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance.
37
“If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or
caterpillar, if their enemy besieges them in the land at their gates, whatever plague,
whatever sickness there is, 38 whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all
your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart and stretching out his hands
toward this house, 39 then hear in heaven your dwelling place and forgive and act and render
to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways (for you, you only, know the
hearts of all the children of mankind), 40 that they may fear you all the days that they live
in the land that you gave to our fathers.
41
“Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far
country for your name’s sake 42 (for they shall hear of your great name and your mighty
hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, 43 hear
in heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you,
in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your
people Israel, and that they may know that this house that I have built is called by your
name.
44
“If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way you shall send
them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city that you have chosen and the house that I
have built for your name, 45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain
their cause.

“If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry with
them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to the land of the
enemy, far off or near, 47 yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been
carried captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captors, saying, ‘We have
sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly,’ 48 if they repent with all their heart and
with all their soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you
toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen, and the
house that I have built for your name, 49 then hear in heaven your dwelling place their
prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause 50 and forgive your people who have sinned
against you, and all their transgressions that they have committed against you, and grant
them compassion in the sight of those who carried them captive, that they may have
compassion on them 51 (for they are your people, and your heritage, which you brought out
of Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace). 52 Let your eyes be open to the plea of your
servant and to the plea of your people Israel, giving ear to them whenever they call to you.
53
For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be your heritage, as
you declared through Moses your servant, when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, O
Lord GOD.”
54
Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the LORD, he arose from
before the altar of the LORD, where he had knelt with hands outstretched toward heaven.
55
And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 “Blessed
be the LORD who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not
one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. 57 The
LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us,
58
that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his
commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our fathers. 59 Let these
words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God
day and night, and may he maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people
Israel, as each day requires, 60 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is
God; there is no other. 61 Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the LORD our God,
walking in his statutes and keeping his commandments, as at this day.”
62
Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. 63 Solomon
offered as peace offerings to the LORD 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all
the people of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. 64 The same day the king consecrated
the middle of the court that was before the house of the LORD, for there he offered the burnt
offering and the grain offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings, because the bronze
altar that was before the LORD was too small to receive the burnt offering and the grain
offering and the fat pieces of the peace offerings.
46

65

So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great assembly, from
Lebo-hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven days. 66 On the eighth
day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king and went to their homes joyful and
glad of heart for all the goodness that the LORD had shown to David his servant and to
Israel his people.

Wisdom
Job 1:1-22; 38:1-42:6; Prov 8:1-36; Ecc 1:1-11; 12:13-14
Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 2 There were born
to him seven sons and three daughters. 3 He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke
of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest
of all the people of the east. 4 His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one
on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.
5
And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them,
and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number
of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts.” Thus Job did continually.
6
Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “From where have you
come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from
walking up and down on it.” 8 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who
fears God and turns away from evil?” 9 Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does
Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all
that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions
have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he
will curse you to your face.” 12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in
your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the LORD.
13
Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in
their oldest brother’s house, 14 and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were
plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them and took
them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to
tell you.” 16 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The fire of God fell
from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone

have escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The
Chaldeans formed three groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck
down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
18
While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and behold, a great wind came
across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young
people, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
20
Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and
worshiped. 21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”
22
In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.
38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
2
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3
Dress for action like a man;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.
4
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
6
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone,
7
when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8
“Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb,
9
when I made clouds its garment
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10
and prescribed limits for it
and set bars and doors,
11
and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?
12
“Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,
13
that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?
14
It is changed like clay under the seal,
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and its features stand out like a garment.
From the wicked their light is withheld,
and their uplifted arm is broken.
“Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?
Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.
“Where is the way to the dwelling of light,
and where is the place of darkness,
that you may take it to its territory
and that you may discern the paths to its home?
You know, for you were born then,
and the number of your days is great!
“Have you entered the storehouses of the snow,
or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,
which I have reserved for the time of trouble,
for the day of battle and war?
What is the way to the place where the light is distributed,
or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth?
“Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain
and a way for the thunderbolt,
to bring rain on a land where no man is,
on the desert in which there is no man,
to satisfy the waste and desolate land,
and to make the ground sprout with grass?
“Has the rain a father,
or who has begotten the drops of dew?
From whose womb did the ice come forth,
and who has given birth to the frost of heaven?
The waters become hard like stone,
and the face of the deep is frozen.
“Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades
or loose the cords of Orion?
Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season,
or can you guide the Bear with its children?

33

Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?
Can you establish their rule on the earth?
34
“Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that a flood of waters may cover you?
35
Can you send forth lightnings, that they may go
and say to you, ‘Here we are’?
36
Who has put wisdom in the inward parts
or given understanding to the mind?
37
Who can number the clouds by wisdom?
Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,
38
when the dust runs into a mass
and the clods stick fast together?
39
“Can you hunt the prey for the lion,
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
40
when they crouch in their dens
or lie in wait in their thicket?
41
Who provides for the raven its prey,
when its young ones cry to God for help,
and wander about for lack of food?
39:1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth?
Do you observe the calving of the does?
2
Can you number the months that they fulfill,
and do you know the time when they give birth,
3
when they crouch, bring forth their offspring,
and are delivered of their young?
4
Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open;
they go out and do not return to them.
5
“Who has let the wild donkey go free?
Who has loosed the bonds of the swift donkey,
6
to whom I have given the arid plain for his home
and the salt land for his dwelling place?
7
He scorns the tumult of the city;
he hears not the shouts of the driver.
8
He ranges the mountains as his pasture,
and he searches after every green thing.
9
“Is the wild ox willing to serve you?
Will he spend the night at your manger?
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Can you bind him in the furrow with ropes,
or will he harrow the valleys after you?
Will you depend on him because his strength is great,
and will you leave to him your labor?
Do you have faith in him that he will return your grain
and gather it to your threshing floor?
“The wings of the ostrich wave proudly,
but are they the pinions and plumage of love?
For she leaves her eggs to the earth
and lets them be warmed on the ground,
forgetting that a foot may crush them
and that the wild beast may trample them.
She deals cruelly with her young, as if they were not hers;
though her labor be in vain, yet she has no fear,
because God has made her forget wisdom
and given her no share in understanding.
When she rouses herself to flee,
she laughs at the horse and his rider.
“Do you give the horse his might?
Do you clothe his neck with a mane?
Do you make him leap like the locust?
His majestic snorting is terrifying.
He paws in the valley and exults in his strength;
he goes out to meet the weapons.
He laughs at fear and is not dismayed;
he does not turn back from the sword.
Upon him rattle the quiver,
the flashing spear, and the javelin.
With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground;
he cannot stand still at the sound of the trumpet.
When the trumpet sounds, he says ‘Aha!’
He smells the battle from afar,
the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.
“Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars
and spreads his wings toward the south?
Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up
and makes his nest on high?

28

On the rock he dwells and makes his home,
on the rocky crag and stronghold.
29
From there he spies out the prey;
his eyes behold it from far away.
30
His young ones suck up blood,
and where the slain are, there is he.”
40:1 And the LORD said to Job:
2
“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?
He who argues with God, let him answer it.”
3
Then Job answered the LORD and said:
4
“Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you?
I lay my hand on my mouth.
5
I have spoken once, and I will not answer;
twice, but I will proceed no further.”
6
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
7
“Dress for action like a man;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.
8
Will you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?
9
Have you an arm like God,
and can you thunder with a voice like his?
10
“Adorn yourself with majesty and dignity;
clothe yourself with glory and splendor.
11
Pour out the overflowings of your anger,
and look on everyone who is proud and abase him.
12
Look on everyone who is proud and bring him low
and tread down the wicked where they stand.
13
Hide them all in the dust together;
bind their faces in the world below.
14
Then will I also acknowledge to you
that your own right hand can save you.
15
“Behold, Behemoth,
which I made as I made you;
he eats grass like an ox.
16
Behold, his strength in his loins,
and his power in the muscles of his belly.
17
He makes his tail stiff like a cedar;

the sinews of his thighs are knit together.
His bones are tubes of bronze,
his limbs like bars of iron.
19
“He is the first of the works of God;
let him who made him bring near his sword!
20
For the mountains yield food for him
where all the wild beasts play.
21
Under the lotus plants he lies,
in the shelter of the reeds and in the marsh.
22
For his shade the lotus trees cover him;
the willows of the brook surround him.
23
Behold, if the river is turbulent he is not frightened;
he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth.
24
Can one take him by his eyes,
or pierce his nose with a snare?
41:1 “Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook
or press down his tongue with a cord?
2
Can you put a rope in his nose
or pierce his jaw with a hook?
3
Will he make many pleas to you?
Will he speak to you soft words?
4
Will he make a covenant with you
to take him for your servant forever?
5
Will you play with him as with a bird,
or will you put him on a leash for your girls?
6
Will traders bargain over him?
Will they divide him up among the merchants?
7
Can you fill his skin with harpoons
or his head with fishing spears?
8
Lay your hands on him;
remember the battle—you will not do it again!
9
Behold, the hope of a man is false;
he is laid low even at the sight of him.
10
No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up.
Who then is he who can stand before me?
11
Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.
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“I will not keep silence concerning his limbs,
or his mighty strength, or his goodly frame.
Who can strip off his outer garment?
Who would come near him with a bridle?
Who can open the doors of his face?
Around his teeth is terror.
His back is made of rows of shields,
shut up closely as with a seal.
One is so near to another
that no air can come between them.
They are joined one to another;
they clasp each other and cannot be separated.
His sneezings flash forth light,
and his eyes are like the eyelids of the dawn.
Out of his mouth go flaming torches;
sparks of fire leap forth.
Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke,
as from a boiling pot and burning rushes.
His breath kindles coals,
and a flame comes forth from his mouth.
In his neck abides strength,
and terror dances before him.
The folds of his flesh stick together,
firmly cast on him and immovable.
His heart is hard as a stone,
hard as the lower millstone.
When he raises himself up, the mighty are afraid;
at the crashing they are beside themselves.
Though the sword reaches him, it does not avail,
nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin.
He counts iron as straw,
and bronze as rotten wood.
The arrow cannot make him flee;
for him, sling stones are turned to stubble.
Clubs are counted as stubble;
he laughs at the rattle of javelins.
His underparts are like sharp potsherds;

he spreads himself like a threshing sledge on the mire.
He makes the deep boil like a pot;
he makes the sea like a pot of ointment.
32
Behind him he leaves a shining wake;
one would think the deep to be white-haired.
33
On earth there is not his like,
a creature without fear.
34
He sees everything that is high;
he is king over all the sons of pride.”
42:1 Then Job answered the LORD and said:
2
“I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3
‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
4
‘Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.’
5
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;
6
therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”
31

Prov 8:1 Does not wisdom call?
Does not understanding raise her voice?
2
On the heights beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3
beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud:
4
“To you, O men, I call,
and my cry is to the children of man.
5
O simple ones, learn prudence;
O fools, learn sense.
6
Hear, for I will speak noble things,
and from my lips will come what is right,
7
for my mouth will utter truth;
wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
8
All the words of my mouth are righteous;
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there is nothing twisted or crooked in them.
They are all straight to him who understands,
and right to those who find knowledge.
Take my instruction instead of silver,
and knowledge rather than choice gold,
for wisdom is better than jewels,
and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.
“I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
and I find knowledge and discretion.
The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil.
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
and perverted speech I hate.
I have counsel and sound wisdom;
I have insight; I have strength.
By me kings reign,
and rulers decree what is just;
by me princes rule,
and nobles, all who govern justly.
I love those who love me,
and those who seek me diligently find me.
Riches and honor are with me,
enduring wealth and righteousness.
My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
and my yield than choice silver.
I walk in the way of righteousness,
in the paths of justice,
granting an inheritance to those who love me,
and filling their treasuries.
“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of old.
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth,
before he had made the earth with its fields,
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or the first of the dust of the world.
When he established the heavens, I was there;
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
then I was beside him, like a master workman,
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the children of man.
“And now, O sons, listen to me:
blessed are those who keep my ways.
Hear instruction and be wise,
and do not neglect it.
Blessed is the one who listens to me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting beside my doors.
For whoever finds me finds life
and obtains favor from the LORD,
but he who fails to find me injures himself;
all who hate me love death.”

Ecc 1:1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
2
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3
What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the sun?
4
A generation goes, and a generation comes,
but the earth remains forever.
5
The sun rises, and the sun goes down,
and hastens to the place where it rises.
6
The wind blows to the south
and goes around to the north;
around and around goes the wind,
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and on its circuits the wind returns.
All streams run to the sea,
but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again.
All things are full of weariness;
a man cannot utter it;
the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing.
What has been is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done,
and there is nothing new under the sun.
Is there a thing of which it is said,
“See, this is new”?
It has been already
in the ages before us.
There is no remembrance of former things,
nor will there be any remembrance
of later things yet to be
among those who come after.

12:13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into
judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Songs
Ps 1; 2; 19; 23; 42; 110; 145
1:1 Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
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and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

2:1 Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
2
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
3
“Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
4
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
5
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6
“As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
8
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9
You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
10
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11
Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12
Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

19 TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID.
1
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
2
Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.
3
There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.
4
Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
5
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
6
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
7
The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;
8
the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
9
the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;
the rules of the LORD are true,
and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11
Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
13
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
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let them not have dominion over me!
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

23 A PSALM OF DAVID.
1
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
4
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.
42 TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A MASKIL OF THE SONS OF KORAH.
1
As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
2
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?
3
My tears have been my food
day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
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“Where is your God?”
These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
and lead them in procession to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation 6 and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep
at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves
have gone over me.
By day the LORD commands his steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
I say to God, my rock:
“Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning
because of the oppression of the enemy?”
As with a deadly wound in my bones,
my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation and my God.

110 A PSALM OF DAVID.
1
The LORD says to my Lord:
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“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”
The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with corpses;
he will shatter chiefs
over the wide earth.
He will drink from the brook by the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

145 A SONG OF PRAISE. OF DAVID.
1
I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
2
Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
3
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
4
One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
5
On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness.
7
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
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and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,
to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
[The LORD is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.]
The LORD upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
The LORD is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.
The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;
he also hears their cry and saves them.
The LORD preserves all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

The Division of the Kingdom
1 Kgs 11:42-12:24

11:42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.
And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father. And
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.
12:1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king.
2
And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where he
had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 And they sent and
called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam,
4
“Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father
and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Go away for three
days, then come again to me.” So the people went away.
6
Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon
his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?”
7
And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and
speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.”
8
But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young
men who had grown up with him and stood before him. 9 And he said to them, “What do
you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your
father put on us’?” 10 And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus
shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you
lighten it for us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s
thighs. 11 And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.
My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.’ ”
12
So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said,
“Come to me again the third day.” 13 And the king answered the people harshly, and
forsaking the counsel that the old men had given him, 14 he spoke to them according to the
counsel of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your
yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 15 So
the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD
that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat.
16
And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the
king, “What portion do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To
your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their tents.
17
But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18 Then
King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel
stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee
to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 20 And
43

when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly
and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed the house of David but
the tribe of Judah only.
21
When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and the tribe
of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the
kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the
man of God: 23 “Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 24 ‘Thus says the LORD, You shall not
go up or fight against your relatives the people of Israel. Every man return to his home, for
this thing is from me.’” So they listened to the word of the LORD and went home again,
according to the word of the LORD.

The Northern Kingdom (Israel) is Conquered & Exiled
2 Kgs 17:6-23
17:6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried
the Israelites away to Assyria and placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.
7
And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God,
who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and had feared other gods 8 and walked in the customs of the nations whom the
LORD drove out before the people of Israel, and in the customs that the kings of Israel had
practiced. 9 And the people of Israel did secretly against the LORD their God things that
were not right. They built for themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower
to fortified city. 10 They set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every high hill and
under every green tree, 11 and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations
did whom the LORD carried away before them. And they did wicked things, provoking the
LORD to anger, 12 and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall
not do this.” 13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer,
saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in
accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my
servants the prophets.”
14
But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not
believe in the LORD their God. 15 They despised his statutes and his covenant that he made
with their fathers and the warnings that he gave them. They went after false idols and
became false, and they followed the nations that were around them, concerning whom the
LORD had commanded them that they should not do like them. 16 And they abandoned all

the commandments of the LORD their God, and made for themselves metal images of two
calves; and they made an Asherah and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal.
17
And they burned their sons and their daughters as offerings and used divination and
omens and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger.
18
Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight. None
was left but the tribe of Judah only.
19
Judah also did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the
customs that Israel had introduced. 20 And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel
and afflicted them and gave them into the hand of plunderers, until he had cast them out of
his sight.
21
When he had torn Israel from the house of David, they made Jeroboam the son of
Nebat king. And Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD and made them commit
great sin. 22 The people of Israel walked in all the sins that Jeroboam did. They did not
depart from them, 23 until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had spoken by all
his servants the prophets. So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria until this day.

The Southern Kingdom (Judah) is Conquered & Exiled
2 Kgs 25:1-30
25:1 And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem and laid siege
to it. And they built siegeworks all around it. 2 So the city was besieged till the eleventh
year of King Zedekiah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in
the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 4 Then a breach was made in the
city, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, by
the king’s garden, and the Chaldeans were around the city. And they went in the direction
of the Arabah. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the
plains of Jericho, and all his army was scattered from him. 6 Then they captured the king
and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they passed sentence on him.
7
They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah
and bound him in chains and took him to Babylon.
8
In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that was the nineteenth year of
King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a
servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 And he burned the house of the LORD
and the king’s house and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down.
10
And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the guard, broke down
the walls around Jerusalem. 11 And the rest of the people who were left in the city and the

deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude,
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile. 12 But the captain of the guard left
some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen.
13
And the pillars of bronze that were in the house of the LORD, and the stands and the
bronze sea that were in the house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried
the bronze to Babylon. 14 And they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and
the dishes for incense and all the vessels of bronze used in the temple service, 15 the fire
pans also and the bowls. What was of gold the captain of the guard took away as gold, and
what was of silver, as silver. 16 As for the two pillars, the one sea, and the stands that
Solomon had made for the house of the LORD, the bronze of all these vessels was beyond
weight. 17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and on it was a capital of bronze.
The height of the capital was three cubits. A latticework and pomegranates, all of bronze,
were all around the capital. And the second pillar had the same, with the latticework.
18
And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah the second
priest and the three keepers of the threshold; 19 and from the city he took an officer who
had been in command of the men of war, and five men of the king’s council who were
found in the city; and the secretary of the commander of the army, who mustered the people
of the land; and sixty men of the people of the land, who were found in the city. 20 And
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon
at Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in
the land of Hamath. So Judah was taken into exile out of its land.
22
And over the people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon had left, he appointed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, governor.
23
Now when all the captains and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed
Gedaliah governor, they came with their men to Gedaliah at Mizpah, namely, Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite. 24 And Gedaliah swore to them and
their men, saying, “Do not be afraid because of the Chaldean officials. Live in the land and
serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.” 25 But in the seventh month,
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and
struck down Gedaliah and put him to death along with the Jews and the Chaldeans who
were with him at Mizpah. 26 Then all the people, both small and great, and the captains of
the forces arose and went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.
27
And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the
year that he began to reign, graciously freed Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. 28 And
he spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him

in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And every day of his life he dined
regularly at the king’s table, 30 and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him
by the king, according to his daily needs, as long as he lived.

The Prophets’ Message of Judgment & Repentance
Joel 1:1-17; Amos 5:1-27
Joel 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel:
2
Hear this, you elders;
give ear, all inhabitants of the land!
Has such a thing happened in your days,
or in the days of your fathers?
3
Tell your children of it,
and let your children tell their children,
and their children to another generation.
4
What the cutting locust left,
the swarming locust has eaten.
What the swarming locust left,
the hopping locust has eaten,
and what the hopping locust left,
the destroying locust has eaten.
5
Awake, you drunkards, and weep,
and wail, all you drinkers of wine,
because of the sweet wine,
for it is cut off from your mouth.
6
For a nation has come up against my land,
powerful and beyond number;
its teeth are lions’ teeth,
and it has the fangs of a lioness.
7
It has laid waste my vine
and splintered my fig tree;
it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down;
their branches are made white.
8
Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth
for the bridegroom of her youth.
9
The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off
from the house of the LORD.
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The priests mourn,
the ministers of the LORD.
The fields are destroyed,
the ground mourns,
because the grain is destroyed,
the wine dries up,
the oil languishes.
Be ashamed, O tillers of the soil;
wail, O vinedressers,
for the wheat and the barley,
because the harvest of the field has perished.
The vine dries up;
the fig tree languishes.
Pomegranate, palm, and apple,
all the trees of the field are dried up,
and gladness dries up
from the children of man.
Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests;
wail, O ministers of the altar.
Go in, pass the night in sackcloth,
O ministers of my God!
Because grain offering and drink offering
are withheld from the house of your God.
Consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly.
Gather the elders
and all the inhabitants of the land
to the house of the LORD your God,
and cry out to the LORD.
Alas for the day!
For the day of the LORD is near,
and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.
Is not the food cut off
before our eyes,
joy and gladness
from the house of our God?
The seed shrivels under the clods;

the storehouses are desolate;
the granaries are torn down
because the grain has dried up.
Amos 5:1 Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:
2
“Fallen, no more to rise,
is the virgin Israel;
forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up.”
3
For thus says the Lord GOD:
“The city that went out a thousand
shall have a hundred left,
and that which went out a hundred
shall have ten left
to the house of Israel.”
4
For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:
“Seek me and live;
5
but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”
6
Seek the LORD and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
7
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!
8
He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
and turns deep darkness into the morning
and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the LORD is his name;
9
who makes destruction flash forth against the strong,
so that destruction comes upon the fortress.
10
They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
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Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.
13
Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.
14
Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.
15
Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
16
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord:
“In all the squares there shall be wailing,
and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! Alas!’
They shall call the farmers to mourning
and to wailing those who are skilled in lamentation,
17
and in all vineyards there shall be wailing,
for I will pass through your midst,”
says the LORD.
18
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
19
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

“I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
25
“Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings during the forty years in the wilderness,
O house of Israel? 26 You shall take up Sikkuth your king, and Kiyyun your star-god—your
images that you made for yourselves, 27 and I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,”
says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts.
21

The Prophets’ Message of Hope
Jer 23:5-6; 31:31-34; Ezek 36:22-38; Ezek 37:1-28;
Isa 9:2-7; 52:13-53:12; Dan 7:1-28; Joel 2:28-32
Jer 23:5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will
dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our
righteousness.’
31:31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I
made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the
LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.”

Ezek 36:22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name,
which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate
the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which
you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares
the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take
you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own
land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land
that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me
around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and
behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And
I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold,
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son
of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly
great army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
13
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from
your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I

will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken,
and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
15
The word of the LORD came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For
Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write on
it, ‘For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ 17 And
join them one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 18 And
when your people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ 19 say to them,
Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand
of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of
Judah, and make them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on
which you write are in your hand before their eyes, 21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone,
and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their own land. 22 And I will make
them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over
them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms.
23
They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or
with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which
they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their
God.
24
“My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They
shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land
that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their
children’s children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince
forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant
with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who
sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”
Isa 9:2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
3
You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
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as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

52:13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.
14
As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—
15
so shall he sprinkle many nations.
Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,
for that which has not been told them they see,
and that which they have not heard they understand.
53:1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
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and no beauty that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
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make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.

Dan 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions
of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the
matter. 2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of
heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea,
different from one another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles’ wings. Then as I
looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand
on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, another beast,
a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between
its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold,
another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads,
and dominion was given to it. 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth
beast, terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured
and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the
beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there
came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were
plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking great things.
9
“As I looked,
thrones were placed,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat;
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames;
its wheels were burning fire.
10
A stream of fire issued
and came out from before him;
a thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;

the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
11
“I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking.
And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned
with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time.
13
“I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.
14
And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.
15
“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head
alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the things.
17
‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints
of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and
ever.’
19
“Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all
the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which
devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20 and about the ten
horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up and before which three of them
fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater
than its companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over
them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most
High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.
23
“Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast,
there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,
which shall be different from all the kingdoms,
and it shall devour the whole earth,

and trample it down, and break it to pieces.
As for the ten horns,
out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,
and another shall arise after them;
he shall be different from the former ones,
and shall put down three kings.
25
He shall speak words against the Most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High,
and shall think to change the times and the law;
and they shall be given into his hand
for a time, times, and half a time.
26
But the court shall sit in judgment,
and his dominion shall be taken away,
to be consumed and destroyed to the end.
27
And the kingdom and the dominion
and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;
his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,
and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’
28
“Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly alarmed me,
and my color changed, but I kept the matter in my heart.”
24

Joel 2:28 “And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.
29
Even on the male and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit.
30
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns
of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great
and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls
on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be
those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the
LORD calls.

Return from Exile

Ezra 3:10-13; Neh 1:1-11; 9:32-37
Ez 3:10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests
in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with
cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the directions of David king of Israel. 11 And
they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD,
“For he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.”
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and
heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice
when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy,
13
so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of
the people’s weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard
far away.
Neh 1:1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.
Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the
citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked
them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning
Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the
exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are
destroyed by fire.”
4
As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O LORD God of
heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to
hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of
Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned
against you. Even I and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly
against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you
commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant
Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you
return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the
uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them to the place that I
have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants and your people,
whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your

ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight
to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight
of this man.”
Now I was cupbearer to the king.
9:32 “Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps
covenant and steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon
us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all your people,
since the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. 33 Yet you have been righteous in all
that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly. 34 Our
kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to
your commandments and your warnings that you gave them. 35 Even in their own kingdom,
and amid your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large and rich land that you
set before them, they did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we are
slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts,
behold, we are slaves. 37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us
because of our sins. They rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and
we are in great distress.

Jesus’ Birth
Mt 1:18-25; Lk 2:1-21
Mt 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus.

Luke 2:1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in
a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
21
And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Jesus’ Ministry
Mk 1; Mt 5-7
Mk 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
12
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the
angels were ministering to him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God,
15
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe
in the gospel.”
16
Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John
his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them,
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.
21
And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy
One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And
they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A
new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”
28
And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
29
And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately

they told him about her. 31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the
fever left her, and she began to serve them.
32
That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by
demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed many
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit
the demons to speak, because they knew him.
35
And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out
to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with him
searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.”
38
And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for
that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their
synagogues and casting out demons.
40
And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you
can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and
said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made
clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See
that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and began to
talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a
town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.
Mt 5:1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him.
2
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet.
14
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
21
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever
murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council;
and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave
your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with
him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and
you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the
last penny.
27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For
it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into
hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
31
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’
32
But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual
immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits
adultery.
33
“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an
oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his
13

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by
your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply
‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.
38
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I
say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have
your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.
42
Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from
you.
43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
44
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you
greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles
do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
2
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you,
they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.
5
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I
say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
7
“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think
that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this:
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
10
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11
Give us this day our daily bread,
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and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
14
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,
15
but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.
16
“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.
19
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22
“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be
full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the
light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
24
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
25
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And
why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
31
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
34
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

7:1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will
be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the
log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.
6
“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they
trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.
7
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who ask him!
12
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law
and the Prophets.
13
“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
15
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the
diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.
21
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name,
and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
24
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.
26
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

28

29

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching,
for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

Jesus’ Death
Jn 19:1-42
19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown
of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again
and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt
in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said
to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried
out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify
him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according
to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate
heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said
to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him,
“You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and
authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me
at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you
has the greater sin.”
12
From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this
man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”
13
So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment
seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day
of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold
your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said
to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but
Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.
So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The
Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with
him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an
inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
20
Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am
King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”

23

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into
four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in
one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots
for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says,
“They divided my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.”
So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman,
behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that
hour the disciple took her to his own home.
28
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I
thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on
a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he
said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
31
Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs
might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the
legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He
who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the
truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be
fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They
will look on him whom they have pierced.”
38
After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave
him permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had
come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five
pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there
was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because
of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

Jesus’ Resurrection & Ascension
Lk 24:1-53

24:1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when
they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed
about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were
frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek
the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you,
while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words,
9
and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.
10
Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other
women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them
an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what
had happened.
13
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and
went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them,
“What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they
stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the
only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these
days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of
Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
20
and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and
crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of
our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.
28
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going
farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and
the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with

them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each
other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened
to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they
found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord
has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
36
As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to
them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit.
38
And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
39
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43
and he took it and ate before them.
44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.”
50
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.
51
While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the
temple blessing God.

The Church on Mission & the Outpouring of the Spirit
Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 2:1-41
Mt 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.”
2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and
rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and
astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we
hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
11
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own
tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new
wine.”
14
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men
of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my
words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of
the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
17
“ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;
18
even on my male servants and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19
And I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20
the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.

21

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.’
22
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
25
For David says concerning him,
“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.
28
You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29
“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants
on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of
that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
himself says,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
35
until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’
36
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”
40
And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save

yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

The New Testament Letters
Rom 3:21-26; 5:12-19; 6:1-23; 8:28-39; 12:1-2; 1 Cor 15:1-58; Gal 2:15-21; 5:16-26;
Eph 2:1-22; Col 3:1-11; Heb 9:1-10:25; Js 2:14-26
Rom 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood,
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from
works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also?
Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and
the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no
means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before
the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come.
15
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness
leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death
he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
12
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do
not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves
to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as
instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.
15
What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
16
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I
am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification.
20
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what
fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the
end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
1 Cor 15:1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to
the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least
of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God
that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
12
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not
even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in

vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead
are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life
only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
20
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
22
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and
every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection
under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is
excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to
him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection
under him, that God may be all in all.
29
Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead
are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every
hour? 31 I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
every day! 32 What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the
dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Do not be deceived:
“Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and
do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.
35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And
what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals,
another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but
the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41 There
is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for
star differs from star in glory.
42
So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is
raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a

living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is
first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of
dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are
of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
50
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall
be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body
must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55
“O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”
56
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
Gal 2:15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a
person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.
17
But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is
Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove
myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to
God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through
the law, then Christ died for no purpose.
5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to
do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity,

strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.
25
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
Eph 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
8
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them.
11
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
12
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man
in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access
in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in

whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
22
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Col 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is
coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must
put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
11
Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
Heb 9:1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place
of holiness. 2 For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and
the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second
curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of
incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden
urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.
5
Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we
cannot now speak in detail.
6
These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section,
performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but
once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the
unintentional sins of the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the
holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic
for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that
cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and
various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.
11
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)
12
he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves
but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of
goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for

the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God.
15
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from
the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the
death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death,
since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first
covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had
been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying,
“This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way
he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed,
under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood
there is no forgiveness of sins.
23
Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has
entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer
himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his
own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world.
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a
second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
10:1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true
form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every
year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be
offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any
consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For
it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ ”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law),
9
then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order
to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
11
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies
should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all
time those who are being sanctified.
15
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16
“This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,”
17
then he adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
8

Js 2:14 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in
daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if
it does not have works, is dead.
18
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is
one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown,
you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father

justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was
active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was
fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—
and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by
faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body
apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

The Return of Christ & the New Creation
Rev 20:11-22:21
20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,
according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death
and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them,
according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”
5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will
give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly,
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters,
and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the
second death.”

9

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”
10
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its
radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve
tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had
twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15
And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and
its gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he
measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.
17
He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel’s
measurement. 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.
19
The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold,
like transparent glass.
22
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives
it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will
be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also,
on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit
each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
5
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of
the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take
place.”
7
“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”
8
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them,
I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me,
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and
with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”
10
And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time
is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still
do right, and the holy still be holy.”
12
“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for
what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and
the end.”
14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of
life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and
the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood.
16
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
18
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus!
21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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