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While Scripture is clear (in our conviction) that only believers are to be baptized, the specific age 
at which a believer — specifically here, a believing child (i.e., non-adult) — may or should be 
baptized is not directly addressed in Scripture. We do not understand the mere command that 
one must be baptized as simply settling the issue altogether, nor do we understand this 
imperative to be baptized to preclude raising questions about the appropriateness of a baptismal 
candidate’s maturity. In adherence to a historic baptist position and many historic Baptist 
confessions, we affirm that baptism is to be received upon “a credible profession of faith” (2.2.10 
“Church Organization” under 2. Statement of Faith in our Constitution). And we understand the 
matter of a confession’s credibility to be complicated by the varying maturity levels and possible 
degrees of understanding especially in such cases where that confession is made by a non-adult. 
This means that raising the question about an appropriate age for when a believing child (non-
adult) should be baptized is a legitimate consideration. It is not a matter of simple obedience on 
an issue clearly settled by Scripture, but rather is a matter of Christian wisdom and prudence on 
an issue not directly addressed by Scripture. 
 
Though the baptisms in the New Testament seem largely to have occurred soon after 
conversion, all of these situations of which we can read with any sort of discernable details 
involve individuals coming from non-Christian social contexts, which at times were even hostile 
to Christianity. This factor would tend to lend more immediate credibility to the genuineness of 
their conversion, and thus the greater appropriateness of a more immediate baptism in those 
contexts. When we add to this the matter of age and the great malleability of children, we have 
additional reason to demonstrate caution in our context and not necessarily immediately 
administer baptism in this way. The credibility of the conversion is our prime consideration here. 
 
We believe that the normal age of baptism should be when the credibility of one’s conversion 
becomes naturally evident to the church community. This would normally be when the child has 
matured to such a degree that they have begun to live more self-consciously as an individual and 
possess capable judgment and self-determination to make such a decision for themselves with 
sufficient understanding of what it means and entails for their life. They are not “riding the 
coattails” of their parents’ faith, or dependent on their parents, as they have been up until this 
point, to de facto make this decision of the Christian faith for them, but have genuinely made the 
decision for themselves to trust and follow Jesus with their lives. They have counted the cost, 
taken up their cross, felt the temptation of the world, and, notwithstanding, rejected its 
allurement to pursue Christ instead. 
 
It is difficult and, we believe, potentially unwise (overly restrictive) to set a certain age limit to be 
required for baptism. Nonetheless, it is appropriate to consider a candidate’s maturity. And so, 
when applicable, with the consent and encouragement of Christian parents who themselves are 
members of our church, we will carefully consider requests for children to be baptized, even as 
we urge a general caution in this matter, as we articulate here. Our decisions will be made on a 
case-by-case basis at the discretion of the elders. 



 
To clarify, we, of course, believe that even extremely young children can be regenerate and 
converted. Likewise, we pray that none of our children ever know any lengthy period of 
conscious rebellion against God. We pray that from their earliest memories all they remember is 
that they trusted in Jesus. The question raised by baptism, however, is the ability of others to be 
fairly confident of that regeneration and conversion. The malleable nature of children (which 
God especially intends for the time when they are living as dependents in the home, being 
trained in all the basics of life and faith) is a gift from God and is to be used to bring them to 
maturity. But it should also give us caution in assuming the permanence of every present desire, 
dream, affection, and decision of children. That notwithstanding, should a young person desire to 
pursue baptism and membership in the normal course set out by the church, we will examine 
them on a case-by-case basis, with the involvement of the parents (as much as applicable). 
 
In the event of young persons coming from non-Christian families, attending and participating in 
the church’s gatherings, professing faith, and giving evidence of the reality thereof, requests for 
baptism and membership would be considered without the involvement of the parents. While all 
the previous comments on the nature of maturity still pertain, the fact that such a young person 
would be doing so despite the indifference of, or even opposition from, their parents would or 
could itself be further evidence for the genuineness of their conversion. 
 
Nothing in this statement should be construed as casting doubt about the legitimacy of the 
baptism of any among us, regardless of how young they were when they were baptized. Because 
they have continued in the faith into their adult years we assume the legitimacy of their initial 
profession made at baptism. The question we are concerned with here is looking, not backward, 
but forward (our policy and practice moving forward). 
 
To put it another way, of concern here is baptizing individuals at a young age who later go on to 
give no evidence of ever having been actually converted — and what damage was done to them 
(e.g., giving them a false sense of assurance), as well as to the witness of the gospel. It is our 
judgment that, while there is some danger in withholding baptism and communicant membership 
in the church from children who are actually converted, that danger is not nearly as severe in 
proportion to the alternative. There is, we believe, a likely greater danger in wrongly baptizing 
someone at an age in which people are more liable to make decisions which, although sincerely 
meant at the time, can prove ill-founded and too often short-lived. 
 
Finally, we do realize that this issue is an issue of great emotion for some, and we are in no way 
trying to lead anyone to disobey their conscience on this matter. We simply are trying to inform 
and educate our consciences on what we believe is a prudential and wise application of the 
Scriptural necessity of a credible profession of faith for baptism. 


