
THE GOSPEL AND PERSONAL EVANGELISM BY MARK DEVER 
A STUDY GUIDE 

 

FOREWORD, INTRODUCTION, & CHAPTER 1 – WHY DON’T WE EVANGELIZE? 

 

Meeting agenda: To reflect on the hurdles that get in the way of our evangelism. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. [Introduction] Dever recalls his own experience in hesitating to evangelize: “It may be a 

family member I’ve known for years, or a person I’ve never met before; but, whoever it 

is, the person becomes for me, at that moment, a witness-stopping, excuse-inspiring 

spiritual challenge.” 

 

Is that familiar to us? Would anyone be willing to share their own experience with this 

sort of feeling? 

 

“[W]hy is it, when we have the best news in the world, that we are so slow to tell it to 

others?” 

 

“Sometimes our problem may be any one of a long list of excuses. Perhaps we 

don't know the gospel well enough - or we don't think we do. Maybe we think it's 

someone else's job, the work of a minister or a missionary. Maybe we just don't 

really know how to go about it. Or perhaps we think we are evangelizing when we 

really are not.” 

 

See Acts 4:20 --  

• How would you describe Peter and John’s feeling towards sharing 

the gospel? 

• What makes their unwavering eagerness to share the gospel so 

remarkable? (The threat of persecution.) 

• Why were they so determined and eager nonetheless? 

 

   See Acts 18:9-11 - How is Paul encouraged to share the gospel? 

 

Rom 1:15 - Why do you think Paul is so eager to preach the gospel? 

 

“Isn't it amazing that we have trouble sharing such wonderful news? Who would 

mind telling a friend that they held a winning lottery ticket? What doctor wouldn't 

want to tell their patient that the tests came back negative (which, of course, is a 

good thing)? Who wouldn't be honored by a phone call from the White House 

saying that the president wanted to meet with him?” 

 

Illustration: How eager we are to share exciting news on social media. 

 

2. In chapter 1, Dever lists several excuses for why we don’t evangelize, e.g., … 



• Evangelism could cause problems at work. 

• You rationalize why it’s actually more wise, faithful, kind, and obedience not to 

share the gospel in this particular incident for some reason. 

• I’m too busy. I have so many other things that need my time and attention. 

• I don’t know any non-Christians. 

• It’ll make people uncomfortable. They won’t appreciate it. They might even get 

upset. I don’t want to be rude. 

• It makes me uncomfortable. 

• They probably already know the gospel. 

• It probably won’t do anything. They’re not going to believe. 

• I’m too shy. 

• It’s not my spiritual gift. 

• It’s not my job. That’s the job of the pastor. 

• I’m not prepared. I don’t know what I’m doing. I’m not good at it. (And I’ll only 

make things worse -- the person will be mislead or think Christianity is 

ridiculous.) 

• I won’t be able to answer their questions if they challenge me. 

• Laziness; apathy. 

• The reality of death and God’s judgment doesn’t seem real. 

 

 Which of these hit home the most for you? 

 

 How do you answer (refute, overcome) these excuses? 

 

3. What does our silence regarding God and the gospel say to unbelievers who know we 

claim to be Christians? 

 

 What does it say about our hearts? 

   

  See Matthew 12:34. 

 

4. In the foreword, C.J. Mahaney talks about how Mark Dever “intentionally frequents the 

same restaurants and businesses so he can develop relationships and hopefully create 

evangelistics opportunities.” 

 

Or, to put it negatively, as Dever states in chapter 1. “Plan to stop not evangelizing” (= 

intentionality). 

 

What are ways -- either mindset shifts or things you can do -- to become more intentional 

about evangelism (brain storm)? 

 

 Dever discusses the following: 

o Pray - Pray for evangelistic opportunities. “We don’t pray for 

opportunities to share the gospel, so how surprised should we be when 

they don’t come?” 

o Plan - Be intentional about relationships and evangelizing. 



o Accept - “Sometimes we don’t evangelize because we think it’s not our 

job.” 

o Understand - It may not be your spiritual gift; but it’s still your duty. 

o Be faithful - Fear God, not man. 

o Risk - Do uncomfortable things. Step out of your comfort zone. 

o Prepare – Become equipped and ready. 

o Look - Look for opportunities, for answers to your prayer for 

opportunities. 

o Love - Love others enough to tell them the gospel. 

o Fear - Fear God enough to obey his call to evangelize. 

o Stop - Stop excusing ourselves from evangelism on the basis that God is 

sovereign. 

o Consider - Consider God’s grace and be inspired with gratitude that spurs 

one on to share it with others. 

 

  Which of these do you find to be the most helpful or convicting? 

 

5. At the end of his introduction, Dever talks about the idea of a church culture of 

evangelism. 

 

See Acts 4:23-31 - How would you describe this culture of evangelism as we see 

it here in the early church? 

 

“[A]n expectation that Christians will share the gospel with others, talk about 

doing that, pray about it, and regularly plan and work together to help each other 

evangelize.” 

 

 How do you think we can cultivate such a culture of evangelism? 

 

 How might you as an individual member contribute to foster this sort of culture? 

 



CHAPTER 2 – WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

 

Agenda: To ensure that when we share the message (evangelism) we actually get the 

message right, especially since there are many who are far too eager to offer up an imitation 

“gospel” 

 

Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. As we reflect on the state of “Christianity” in the States today, what are some messages 

that get passed off as “the gospel?” 

○ Prosperity gospel – The gospel is God making us healthy and wealthy. 

○ Earthly liberation – The gospel is merely a this-worldly movement of God to 

liberate the poor and oppress. 

○ Universalism – The gospel is that all will be saved regardless of their response to 

Jesus. 

○ Faith in Action – “Step out in faith, and God will surely…” 

○ Jesus Ethics – The gospel is the ethnical teachings of Jesus. 

 

This has become so prevalent that we might find ourselves willing to settle for 

communicating something similar under the guise of “evangelism,” whereas true 

evangelism can be considered nothing less than the clear communication of an 

explicit and exclusive gospel. 

 

Before we get the wrong idea, we must keep in mind that the message is “good 

news.” The gospel is not a threat. We do not damn through the message. We seek to 

see those who are already damned be saved. Those who reject the message await and 

already partake in a bleak fate, but that fate remains because they will simply not 

embrace the “good news.”  

 

2. Dever takes a paragraph at the end of the chapter to summarize the gospel, but let’s try to 

do it at the outset. So, what actually is this explicit and exclusive “good news?”  

 

The Good News is not simply: We are “ok.” 

 

a. We don’t have to pretend like all on this earth is well. It’s not. We know that, 

even though we constantly try to tell ourselves otherwise.  

 

b. Sin has had impact on people and the world – a serious impact.  

i. What are the consequences of sin? 

1. Separation from God (spiritual death) 

2. Physical death 



3. Pain 

a. Physical 

b. Emotional 

4. Perversions of nature/creation 

 

c. Sin corrupts all. As a little yeast goes a long way in a loaf of bread. One instance 

of sin corrupts/corrupted everything it touches. (James 2:8-11, Romans 5:12) 

 

d. Apart from Christ, we are actually dead (Rom 3:23-6:23, Ephesians 2:1-3). Like, 

dead. There’s not really a bigger problem than being dead. 

 

e. So it makes sense that people would feel guilt. We feel guilt about sin because we 

are guilty. People can tell themselves they’re alright until they’re blue in the face, 

but it doesn’t change their status before a holy God.  

 

f. Why is this good news? Seriously, if I’m not a Christian how can you consider 

calling this good news?  

i. When you spend your whole life dealing with feelings of guilt, it’s not bad 

news to be told why, to be told where those feelings come from and why 

you can’t medicate them away. 

ii. Treatment can’t have impact until the accurate diagnosis is made. 

 

The Good News is not simply: God is love.  

 

g. Sunday School question: Is God love? Duh. (1 John 1:4) 

 

h. More complicated question: What does that mean? What does it mean that God is 

Love? 

 

i. We are super quick to bring our preconceptions of what “love” is to God. God is 

love therefore he must be… (whatever). The problem is, we don’t have a clue 

what “love” is until we look at God.  

 

The good new is not simply: Jesus wants to be my friend 

 

j. Why not? Why can’t Jesus just show up into our lives and be our friend? Why 

can’t he simply be a good example for everyone? 

 

i. That doesn’t get rid of our problem – sin and guilt before God. 

 



ii. “There’s a real past to be dealt with. Real sins have been committed. Real 

guilt has been incurred. And so, what is to be done? What will our holy 

God do? Even if he, in his love, wants a people for his own, how will he 

have them without sacrificing his own holiness?” (pp. 37) 

 

k. Dever points out that to merely focus on Jesus as our friend is an affront to his 

mission, his ministry, and who he is. Why? 

 

i. He didn’t come to be our friend first. He came to die. Mark 10:45. 

 

ii. Because God is holy, he can’t stand sin. It’s not in his nature. Jesus can’t 

show up in acceptance of sin.  

 

iii. We fail to see that our need of him is so much greater than friendship, than 

emotional support.  

 

iv. Back to Ephesians 2 – we were dead before Christ. But God made us alive 

in and through him.  

 

Jesus accomplished this through offering himself as the atoning 

sacrifice for us. He took our sin on himself. He took the wrath of 

God, that was justly directed toward us, upon himself. 

 

v. We fail to see that his work is a triumph going beyond simple human 

relationships or earthly ethics to conquest and dominion over all things, 

physical and spiritual. 

 

2. The good news is not simply: We should live rightly. Why is limiting the gospel to a 

simple call to live rightly not swell? 

 

a. We inappropriately interpret scripture if we summarize the gospel as: 

i. Believe the right things 

ii. Do the right things 

iii. Say the right things 

 

b. It’s actually far more radical than that – just doing stuff. It’s an identity shift. It’s 

a change of orientation, a purification of essence, met with a genuine response. 

 

c. Response: repentance & faith (Mark 1:15, Acts 20:21) 



i. Faith/belief = Not mere mental assent. We’re talking about leaning on, 

relying on, trusting in total dependence. 

 

ii. Repentance = Radical (Romans 6:1-5 and on). This is not a one-time 

disowning of sin, but a shift that – yes – occurs at the moment of faith but 

also continues with us as our ongoing disposition. 

1. This is not a check-list of do’s and don’ts. In a very real sense, that 

would actually be easier. 

2. This is a daily renouncement of our old way of being, of our old 

orientation to serve self and give in to the sinful desires of our 

bodies and minds. 

3. This is a commitment to die daily. Bonhoeffer - “When Christ calls 

a man, he bids him, ‘Come and die.’” This is heavy. This is 

repentance. It’s turning from self and bowing to the will of God. 

It’s a willingness to be crucified. 

 

3. So, what is the good news? How would you summarize the Good News? 

a. “The one and only God, who is holy, made us in his image to know him.” 

b. We said, “No. I am God,” in the most emphatic terms.  

c. “In his great love, God became a man in Jesus, lived a perfect life, and died on a 

cross, thus fulfilling the law himself and taking on himself the punishment for the 

sins of all those who would ever turn and trust in him.” 

d. “He rose from the dead, showing that God accepted Christ’s sacrifice and that 

God’s wrath against us had been exhausted.” 

e. “He now calls us to repent of our sins and to trust in Christ alone for our 

forgiveness.” 

f. “If we repent of our sins and trust in Christ, we are born again into a new life, an 

eternal life with God.” 

 



CHAPTER 3 – WHO SHOULD EVANGELIZE? 

 

 Meeting agenda: To establish our calling (each of us) to evangelize. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. What are some of the ways we shift our responsibility of (direct, personal) evangelism to 

someone (or something) else? 

 

• Evangelism = not my duty; but the pastor’s. 

• Evangelism = not my spiritual gift; but someone else’s 

• Evangelism = merely handing out tracts. 

• Evangelism = merely inviting someone to church. 

• Evangelism = merely living a good Christian life in front of people and waiting 

for them to ask me about my faith. 

 

 What’s wrong with treating evangelism this way? 

 

Each, in different ways, involves delegating away our responsibility to engage in 

direct, personal, evangelism. 

 

Bible -- How do the following texts demonstrate the responsibility of each of us to 

engage in evangelism? 

• Mt 28:19-20 - To the apostles, the leaders of the emerging church (their 

mission = our mission). 

• Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:8. 

• 2 Cor 5:18-20 - The God’s message of reconciliation has been entrusted to 

us. 

• John 17:18; 20:21 - Our mission is an extension of Jesus; it’s bring the 

message of his work to the world and, in this sense, carrying his work 

forward. 

• Col 4:5-6 - This is the obligation of each of us. 

• Acts 4:29 - The believers’ prayed for courage. Why? Because they were 

evangelizing (under the threat of persecution). 

• Acts 8:1-4 - When the believers were spread due to fleeing persecution, 

what happened? The gospel spread. Why? Because those believers 

preached the gospel in these new areas. 

   

Sum -- Direct, personal evangelism = the responsibility of every Christian. 

 

PoM - “The mature Christian actively participates in both local and global 

evangelism. He or she is marked by a heart-felt concern for the lost, diligently 

prays for their salvation, is intentional about sharing the Gospel with them, and 

partners in international mission efforts via financial support in order to reach 

them.” 

 



“[This] commission [Mt 28:18-20] is binding upon every member of the whole 

Church. … Every Christian is called to be a witness to Christ in the particular 

environment in which God has placed him.” - John Stott 

 

2. Illustration: Things (1) we orient our life around vs. things that are “neither here nor 

there.” 

 

Class #1 -- E.g., our jobs - We are intentional about being to work on time, getting 

enough rest the night before, waking up on time, leaving the right time, getting to 

work on time, meeting our deadlines, completing our work obligations, 

maintaining necessary work relationships, etc. 

 

Class #2 -- For me it’s listening to podcasts. I like to listen to them, but when I’m 

busy, I’ll go weeks without listening to ‘em. Or maybe for you it’s watching the 

news. You know it’s probably a good idea to keep up on things. But you’re not 

too worried. And you only watch it when it’s in front of you. Or, if you’re not 

heavily into social media, you might be like, “Eh, I like to check it occasionally. 

But I don’t worry about it too much. And I rarely post anything. 

 

 Evangelism should be like the first category. 

 

Very practically -- throughout your day; throughout your week -- do you view 

evangelism as your responsibility? How do you orient your life around your calling as a 

Christian to share the gospel with others? 

 

3. How does love for people compel us to share the gospel with them? 

 

How might Mark 12:31 (read) impact our understanding of evangelism? 

 

What does such love require of us? It seems to require that what we want for 

ourselves, we want for those we love, too. If you desire to love God with perfect 

affection, you will desire that for your neighbor, too. But you are not loving your 

neighbor as yourself if you're not trying to persuade him toward the greatest and 

best aspect of your own life - your reconciled relationship with God. … [Y]ou 

must therefore also desire this highest good for everyone whom you love. It is 

love itself that requires us to pursue the best for those we love, and that must 

include sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them.” (Dever, pg. 49) 

 

4. How does living out our faith before others’ relate to our evangelism? 

 

See John 13:34-35 and 1 Pet 3:15-16. 

 

The life we live compels the gospel, adorns the gospel. 

 

“[T]he outworking of faith through the community of a local church seems to be 

Jesus' most basic evangelism plan. And it involves all of us. … Every Christian 



has a role in making visible the gospel of the invisible God. God's love, 

supremely, is to be revealed in the church.” (Dever, pg. 50) 

 

“The local church cannot evangelize, proclaiming the gospel of love, if it is not 

itself a community of love.” - John Stott 

 

“The life of the local congregation makes the audible gospel visible. And we must 

all have a part in that evangelism.” (Dever) 

 



CHAPTER 4 – HOW SHOULD WE EVANGELIZE? 

 

Meeting agenda: To consider what our approach should be in our evangelistic efforts. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. If a new Christian were to ask you the question, “How do I evangelize?” what would you 

say? 

 

2. Dever kicks off the chapter by saying we should evangelize with honesty, urgency, and 

joy. Why are each of these things important? 

a. Honesty // What do we need to be honest about? 

i. Reality of sin // Luke 14:27. 

ii. Human Need // Romans. Hebrews. 

iii. Exclusivity of Christianity // John 14:6. Acts 4:12.  

b. Urgency // Why isn’t ok to take a “chill” approach to evangelism? 

i. We’re not guaranteed tomorrow // James 4:13. Hebrews 4:7. 

c. Joy // Why does Dever bring this up? Why is joy an important aspect of 

evangelism? 

d. “Honesty and urgency with no joy gives us a grim determination (read 

Philippians). Honesty and joy with no urgency gives us a carelessness about time 

(read 2 Peter). And urgency and joy with no honesty leads us into distorted claims 

about immediate benefits of the gospel (read 1 Peter).” 

 

3. Let’s get practical. What do I do? 

a. Pray // Salvation comes from the Lord. Jonah 2:9. John 6:44. John 17. 

b. Use the Bible // Acts 8:35. 

c. Be Clear // Why is it hard to be clear? Some of us aren’t very good at 

understanding others and speaking in terms they already understand. This is called 

“contextualization.” Acts 17. 1 Corinthians 9:20-21. 

d. Have a Legit Conversation. 

e. Promote Self Reflection. 

f. Use the Church. 

 



CHAPTER 5 – WHAT ISN’T EVANGELISM? 

 

Meeting agenda: To help us define what evangelism is by debunking false notions of 

evangelism. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. In this chapter, Dever talks a lot about what evangelism isn't. But, before we get into that, 

what is evangelism? 

 

 Spreading the gospel. 

 

Rom 10:14-17 – Note how Paul stresses here the need to hear the gospel message 

itself in order to respond with faith/trust and be saved. 

 

  And what is the gospel? 

• God – We are accountable to God who created us. 

• Man – We have sinned against that God and will be judged. 

• Christ – But Christ has taken our place to bear that judgment on our behalf. 

• Response – We are receive this salvation from God’s judgment by trusting in 

Jesus for our rescue. 

 

2. "I remember as a little child hugging my father's leg at a gas station only to realize it 

wasn't his leg I was hugging. I was embarrassed! ... // Other times mistaken identity has 

more serious consequences. ... // In the matter of evangelism, I'm concerned about a 

number of things that people take to be evangelism that aren't. And this case of mistaken 

identity can have consequences more serious than mere embarrassment." 

 

What are the consequences of a mistaken idea or practice of evangelism? 

 

A false idea of evangelism could mean that actual evangelism never actually takes 

place, that one never actually evangelizes. One does something other than 

evangelism that one thinks is sufficient evangelism. 

 

A false idea of evangelism in the form of a false idea of the gospel means that 

actual evangelism (spreading the gospel) will not take place. Rather, something 

other than the gospel -- a false hope (the wrong "leg," per the above illustration) -- 

will be held out, one that cannot save. 

 

3. What is the role of a Christian's testimony (an account of what God has done in one's life) 

in evangelism? 

 

To give one's testimony is not to evangelize. Giving a testimony may provide the 

story of owns personal experience with the gospel. But it is not giving the gospel 

itself. It may not make clear what Christ did, what we must do in response to be 

saved, why we need saving, or the demands that this gospel makes on our hearers 



(you too must believe). 

 

Yet, as Dever says, "the lives of Christians test, prove, and confirm the claims of 

Christ. ... Such testimony can certainly contribute to evangelism." 

 

4. How does social action relate to evangelism? Is social action evangelism? 

 

Christian social action is a Christian and biblical imperative (Mt 25). It may 

commend the gospel (Mt 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12). And it certainly reflects God's 

restoring purposes in the gospel when considered in its broadest form. But social 

action – our actions – is not the gospel. 

 

"When our eyes fall from God to humanity, social ills replace sin, horizontal 

problems replace the fundamental vertical problem between us and God, winning 

elections eclipses winning souls." 

 

5. Do we have to do apologetics in order to evangelize? 

 

No. You simply need to share the gospel. 

 

Neither do you need to know the answers to all their questions (although this may 

be helpful, to be able to defend the faith and challenge theirs or the lack thereof). 

It's important to remember that the legitimacy of the Christian faith does not rise 

and fall on your individual ability to field questions and provide a defense. Just 

because you can't answer something, does not mean that it's unanswerable. So 

don’t let a lack of knowledge in apologetics or a lack of apologetic ability keep 

you from spreading the message that you -- by definition of being a Christian -- 

do know: the gospel. 

 

6. Why is it important for us not to equate evangelism with "getting people saved"? 

 

It puts an undue pressure on us. And it can deter us out of an unfounded sense of 

failure. We can't make people believe. Note the attitude of the man sowing the 

seed (i.e., spreading the gospel) in Jesus' parable in Mark 4:26-27 (see also 1 Cor 

3:6-7; 2 Cor 2:15-16). He spread that seed (the gospel). But then he slept. The 

results aren't up to him. 

 

When we put an inappropriate responsibility on us for the results, this often leads 

to manipulation and coercion in our evangelism, and thus false, counterfeit 

conversions with false, damning assurances. 

 

Often this mentality can place an overemphasis on getting people to make 

decisions. But Christ did not call us to go to all nations to make decisions, but to 

make disciples. Thus we cannot neglect Christ's call to radical discipleship in our 

evangelism -- that of course is the version of evangelism that he actuallyq had in 

mind. 



 

7. If you're being honest with yourself -- do you ever use one of these false ideas of 

evangelism (above; in the reading) to convince yourself that you're faithfully 

evangelizing? 

 



CHAPTER 6 – WHAT SHOULD WE DO AFTER WE EVANGELIZE? 

 

 Meeting agenda: To consider how we should respond to those whom we evangelism. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. How should we respond to those who are undecided towards the gospel? 

    

   Pray for them. 

 

   We should be understanding that for some (most), a decision will take time. 

 

    E.g., Acts 26:28 

 

“That [Acs 26:28] was essentially a negative response. Agrippa was rebuffing 

Paul's evangelistic witness and even seeming to reprove him for his forwardness. 

It's interesting that Agrippa didn't simply deny the gospel, but rather he implied 

that, were he to become convinced of it, he would need more time to do so.” - 

Dever 

 

We shouldn’t force them to make up their minds, because you can’t coerce genuine, 

saving faith. 

 

To pressure someone into to making some profession that’s not sincere is 

dangerous in that it can lead to false assurance and it can even lead you to lay off 

on the evangelism when in fact they still need it. 

 

   But we should also avoid leaving them comfortable in their indecision. 

 

“If people tell us that they can't make up their mind, we can't force them to, but at 

the same time we must not comfort them in their indecision, as if God recognizes 

the validity of a kind of spiritual in-between state. In humanity's rebellion against 

God, there is no neutrality.” - Dever 

 

    John 3:36. 

 

“[T]hey should know that, even if they don't think that they are making up their 

minds about Christ, they are still making up their lives. They can't help it. They 

will either live as if Christ is Lord or as if he's not. We can hold our conclusions 

in suspense; we can't hold our living in suspense. No one will ever experience a 

truce in the conflict of lordship. There are only two options. And each of us in the 

world lives as if only one of these is Lord - God or self.” - Dever 

 

2. How should we handle someone who says they want to wait in terms of making a 

decision to trust and follow Jesus? 

 



   Again, we can’t force them. 

 

But stress the urgency. As Dever says, “We can’t force someone to make a decision. 

… But we can be clear about the danger of waiting.” 

 

We must understand “wait” as a form of “no.” One may choose not to decided and 

think that they are neutral towards God and Christ. But to remain undecided is to 

decide not to decide to follow Jesus, which is a position of being unsaved. 

 

Pray for them. 

 

3. How should we respond to those who are unresponsive, who do not seem interested in the 

slightest? 

 

“If you sense that they are not really attracted to the gospel, be clear and then drop it. 

Continue to pray for them. Make sure they understand what you are saying, but 

realize that you have indeed evangelized. … Clearly, more has to happen inside these 

people, and we should aid by praying for the Spirit's work and by trying to live a 

salty, provocative, attractive, joyful, authentic life around our friends.” 

 

We can’t force salvation; God must do the work (1 Cor 3:6). 

 

We pray. 

 

4. Do you have people that you’ve given up on in your evangelistic efforts to them? 

 

Maybe some “no, nevers” individuals? Maybe folks you know that are not that opposed, 

but don’t seem like they’ll ever come around? Maybe individuals that are so non-

Christian (anti-Christian) that you think they can never be reached?  

 

How does the gospel of grace respond to our doubt-fueled inaction (inaction to 

evangelism fueled by doubt that these people will ever convert)? 

 

 The gospel tells us that we are saved by grace, not by anything in us. Thus, God 

can save anyone. 

 No one is unreachable. Salvation was never about how inclined they were to the 

gospel in the first place. Scripture tells us that in our sin none of us our inclined in the 

slightest. From God’s perspective, therefore, there are not some that are more 

unreachable than others. Every act of salvation is God overcoming our sinful, hard-

heartedness. 

 

 Consider Paul for example – from persecutor of the church (Acts 7-8) to convert 

on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). See 1 Cor 15:8-10. 

 

5. What should we do with those who accept the gospel? 

 



The respond we urge is repentance (turning from sin) and trusting in Christ as the sole 

hope of rescue from our sin. 

 

Have them baptized and joined to the church (Acts 2:41). This is part of what it 

means to follow Jesus – to identify yourself with him and join his community, his 

people. 

 

Disciple them. Support them. Encourage them. Teach them. 

 

Remember, Christ calls us to go and make disciples (those who are taught to obey 

all his teachings; Mt 28:19-20), not just go and make conversion-like decisions. 

 

Be aware of potential false conversions (see Mk 4:16-17; cf. 1 John 2:19). Call these 

people again to repentance and saving faith. 

 



CHAPTER 7 – WHY SHOULD WE EVANGELIZE? & CLOSING THE SALE 

 

Meeting agenda: To consider the proper motivations for evangelism, which – the hope is – 

spur us on to evangelize with greater fervor and integrity. 

 

 Suggested questions and texts for discussion: 

 

1. Is there such a thing as a bad motivation for sharing the Gospel? What would that look 

like? 

a. Self-righteousness 

b. Boasting 

c. Argumentation/debate 

 

2. What are good motivations? (Dever mentions 3) 

 

a. A desire to be obedient. 

 

Why is obedience a good motivation? Wouldn’t doing something just because 

we’re told to do it be mindless and irresponsible? Is there any positive kick-back 

from obeying God? 

 

i. The command: Matthew 28:19. 

 

ii. The examples: 1 Cor 9:16-17, Rom 1:14, Acts 8:4. 

 

iii. The reward: Purpose = Mission accomplished; a part of our grace-induced 

desire for God. 

 

b. A love for the lost. 

 

This make sense, right? Why is a love for the lost solid motivation for 

evangelism? The call of the Christian is to mirror Christ, to be holy as God is 

holy.  

 

i. In evangelism, we are mirroring Jesus. Matthew 9:36. 

 

ii. Augustine quote, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Now you love 

yourself suitably when you love God better than yourself. What, then, you 

aim at in yourself you must aim at in your neighbor, namely, that he may 

love God with a perfect affection. For you do not love him as yourself, 

unless you try to draw him to that good which you are yourself pursuing 



For this is the one good which has room for all to pursue it along with 

thee. From this precept proceed the duties of human society.” 

 

c. A love for God. 

 

At the start of this section, Dever quotes Martyn Lloyd Jones who says that a love 

for God is the only sufficient and sustainable motive for evangelism. Why is that? 

 

i. A true knowing of God is the be-all and end-all of human existence: Phil 

3:9-10. 

 

ii. This is what God is working in us to accomplish, the proclamation of his 

glory: John 17, 15:8. 

 

3. Encouragement/challenge: 

 

a. The times in your life that you’ve been faithful to evangelize, why was that? What 

about that time and place had you motivated to evangelize? 

 

b. Discuss: Is the reality of hell a good reason to evangelize? 

 

i. “Outside of Christ, God is terrible.” “Do you understand what he meant? 

He meant that God is good, and because he is unswervingly, 

uncompromisingly, unerringly good, he will not accept any kind of evil. A 

the prophet Habakkuk said to God, ‘Your eyes are too pure to look on 

evil; you cannot tolerate wrong.’ Hab 1:13” 

 

ii. John 3:36. 

 

c. How is God’s sovereignty an encouragement for us to evangelize? Acts 18:9-11. 

He’s already won. 

 

d. Consider you’re identify in Jesus. How is your salvation and the Gospel born in 

your life motivation for salvation? 

 


